STOCKTON-ON-THE-FOREST PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 30 APRIL 2025 AT 7.30PM

Councillors Present:

Bryan Cockerill 

David Crossley






Russell Dowson 

Rosie Dunn 




Chris Small

Stephen Flint 

In Attendance:


Parish Clerk Fiona Hill




City of York Councillor Tony Fisher



Public:



0
24/321
a) To receive apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting: None

b) To consider the approval of reasons given for absence: N/A  



24/322
To discuss the ordinary vacancy: NTR (Currently One)
24/323
To record declarations of interest in items on the agenda: None
24/324
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 26 March 2025:  
                     
Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)
24/325
To discuss matters arising from previous minutes: 
The Parish Council asked City of York Council to explain the discrepancy between the requested precept, which was a 60% on last year, but the council tax demand shows the parish council precept has increased by 7.5%.

City of York Council responded as follows:

“The parish council has requested that the precept from residents was to increase from £10,725 to £11,369 ie a £644 increase (6%).
If all properties within the parish council were Band D and all properties paid full council tax – that would have all seen an increase of 6%. However 62% of properties within Stockton on the Forest are either Band D or below and a number of properties within the parish are entitled to exemptions and discounts. The required increase to raise the precept of £11,369 across the parish has been calculated to be 7.5%”. 
24/326
To discuss long-standing matters:

- Issues within the parish:

– no visits observed by speed camera. 
- any litter is currently hidden by overgrown vegetation
24/327
To receive any matters raised by members of the public: None
24/328
To discuss matters raised by City of York Ward Councillors: 


  City of York Council Smoke Control area

Resolved / Opposed (Unanimous)


This is not an issue within the rural area of Stockton-on-the-Forest, which would cause further cost of living issues, when many of the elderly population have lost the winter fuel allowance.

Cllr Fisher had reported additional blocked gulleys


Cllr Fisher was asked to request that yellow line are refreshed outside school.


Cllr Fisher was asked request officers at City of York Council relook at the Hopgrove T-junction and the possibility of a left filter lane, as recently traffic has increased.
24/329
To report and make relevant recommendations on new planning applications: 
- 25/00639/FUL – Change of use of land to the siting of 72 no. storage containers @ The Gardens, Malton Road
Resolved / Objection (Unanimous)

The Plan presented does not show a true representation of all the buildings currently occupying the site.

Activities have and are taking place outside the planning approved site.

A new access road to the recycling plant has been built.

Vehicle storage and general storage of various materials is taking place on areas that is way outside the area that was agreed by the planning authority and has taken place on what was designated to remain Green Belt.

This could be easily checked by planning officers if they look at detailed planning approval that was approved earlier.

This new planning application is further incursion into the Green Belt, as defined by the City of York Council Local Plan 2025, when City of York Council should be enforcing compliance with the agreed planning approval.

24/330
To discuss the Stockton-on-the-Forest Play Area:
Cllr Dun had conducted the inspections this month and Cllr Flint would conduct the inspections next month. An update would be requested from Park Lane. 
24/331
To discuss matters raised with/by representatives of following outside bodies:
- Rights of Way – NTR
- Foss Internal Drainage Board – No meeting
- North Yorkshire Police – March report circulated/noted
- Stockton Hall Hospital – No meeting
24/332
To report any new correspondence received by the council: 

                       - The Fox Inn – Proposed Asset of Community Value

There had been a couple of meetings and circumstances were rapidly moving forward. CAMRA were assisting with ACV and no action was required by the Parish Council.
24/333
To receive matters raised by members: None
24/334
To discuss matters raised with/by Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer:

- Bookkeeping current year to date – Cllrs had received a bank reconciliation totalling 
£39861.78, along with an income & expenditure report.

- Financial Management - Policy Review 
Resolved / Adopted (Unanimous) Business Continuity Plan, Data Audit and Risk Management Policy


        




        - Payment approval:






              Parish Clerk


Salary/PAYE




           Aspects Horticultural Services
Grass-Cutting
Various Invoices

£378.00
  Park Lane Leisure

Play Area Works
 Invoice 2972

£792.00          Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)
24/335
To confirm the dates of the future meetings as:

2025 – 28 May, 25 June, 30 July, 27 August, 24 September, 29 October, 10 December

Approved …………………………………………………..

Date ……………………..

