STOCKTON-ON-THE-FOREST PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2025 AT 7.30PM

Councillors Present:

Bryan Cockerill 

David Crossley






Russell Dowson 

Rosie Dunn 




Chris Small

Stephen Flint (Arrived Late)

In Attendance:


Parish Clerk Fiona Hill




City of York Councillor Tony Fisher



Public:



3 
24/290
a) To receive apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting: None

b) To consider the approval of reasons given for absence: N/A  



24/291
To discuss the ordinary vacancy: NTR (Currently One)
24/292
To elect a Vice-Chairman to remain in post until the Annual Parish Council Meeting 2025:

Resolved / Rosie Dunn (Unanimous)
24/293
To record declarations of interest in items on the agenda: None
24/294
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 29 January 2025:  
                     
Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)
24/295
To discuss matters arising from previous minutes: Cllrs would continue to monitor the cracket wall and leaning fence along the snicket.

                         
24/296
To discuss long-standing matters:

- Issues within the parish – there had been a few visits from the speed camera. 
· Potholes – CYC would be asked to look at the potholes within the parish, as some are becoming a health and safety issue, especially for motorcycles and cycles.

· Snicket – there are three entrances to this path, one from the Limes, one from the main road and one from Stone Riggs. The Parish Council wonders if the one from the Limes is illegal then the other two are invalid, unless one is fitted to the junction that joins the paths. CYC will be asked to advise. In addition, Cllrs to take a look at the cracked wall bordering the snicket.

24/297
To receive any matters raised by members of the public: None
24/298
To discuss matters raised by City of York Ward Councillors: 

                Cllr Fisher –

· gave an update on the budget and local plan.
· confirmed there was no funding for additional footpaths or cycle rotes.
· would conduct a survey and report potholes which fulfilled the criteria
· would check the cycle signage and post, then seek guidance from CYC
· highlighted the event “The Great British Spring Clean”
24/299
To report and make relevant recommendations on new planning applications: 
- 25/00046/FUL - Single storey side extension and first floor side extension @ The Granary Old Carlton Farm Sandy Lane

Resolved / Objection (Unanimous)

This development has not demonstrated special circumstances and will affect the openness of the green belt. The comments made by the Parish Council in July 2023 still apply.

- 25/00078/FUL - Single storey infill extension to cafe serving the garden centre, car park extension to accommodate 24no. new spaces, installation of 5no. EV charging points and erection of covered hand car washing facility with modular  office building @ Deans Garden Centre
Resolved / Objection (Unanimous)

Whilst the Parish Council has not objections to the cafe, carpark and charging points, they have concerns about the car wash. It is close to the Foss Dyke and the neighbouring property.
The Parish Council echoes the concerns of the F.I.D.B

- 25/00084/FUL - Raised and repositioned roof ridge to facilitate rear extension, to include 2no. dormers to front and rear and porch @ 35 Hopgrove Lane South
Resolved / Neutral (Unanimous)

The application should comply with planning and building regulations. There have been issues with flooding on Brandon Grove and any works should not exacerbate this issue.
- 25/00098/FUL - Two storey side extension, two and single storey rear extensions, erection of a double carport to rear and replacement porch following demolition of existing extensions, garage and outbuilding @ West View, 100 The Village

Resolved / Neutral (Unanimous)


No Objection, subject to complying with building and planning
24/300
To discuss the Stockton-on-the-Forest Play Area:
Cllr Crossley had conducted the inspections this month and Cllr Dowson will conduct the inspections next month. It appeared that children had been attempting to build a den, so the wood etc had been removed. Park Lane Services would be asked for an update.
24/301
To discuss matters raised with/by representatives of following outside bodies:
- Rights of Way – NTR
- Foss Internal Drainage Board – There is a meeting next Monday
- North Yorkshire Police – January report not received, as the volunteer is away
- Stockton Hall Hospital – There is a meeting at 1000 on 18 March 2025*
* Cllr Crossley would raise the issues of litter, smoking and use of the bus shelter
24/302
To report any new correspondence received by the council: None
24/303
To receive matters raised by members:


Cllr Fisher was asked to try and find out –

· about the rota for street cleaning 
· whether the catchment areas for doctors can be amended
24/304
To discuss matters raised with/by Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer:

- Bookkeeping current year to date – Cllrs had received a bank reconciliation totalling 
£38762.88, along with an income & expenditure report.

- Financial Management - Policy Review 
Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)

The Parish Council adopted the Health & Safety Policy, the Financial Risk Assessment, the        

Website Management Policy (wording below) and the Website Accessibility Statement 

(wording below)

Website Management Policy:







The Parish Clerk is responsible for managing the information on the website.


A Parish Council website has two main functions:

· To communicate all of the legally required information as indicated in the Transparency Code for smaller authorities 2014. In simple terms, this includes Agendas, Minutes and designated financial information.

· Secondly, if the Parish Council wishes, to communicate other information relating to the Parish which is not legally required – but is helpful.

Website Accessibility statement

The Parish Council is constantly working to make our website as accessible and usable as possible.

Our website has been developed to best practice coding conventions.

A consistent heading structure has been used so that page information is compatible with access technology.

A number of browsers, including Internet Explorer and Google Chrome have been tested for compatibility.

If you would like a publication in an alternative format please contact the Parish Council

The Parish Council is always happy to receive feedback and you can contact the Parish Council on stocktonpc@outlook.com
The Parish Clerk was still working on the Risk Assessments, Data Audit and Business
Continuity Plan.
- Payment approval:
Parish Clerk

Salary



£208.97
HMRC


PAYE



£839.20
Parish Clerk

Home Working Allowance
£72.00

Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)

24/305
To confirm the dates of the future meetings as:

2025 – 
26 March, 
30 April, 28 May, 25 June, 30 July, 27 August, 24 September, 29 October, 26 November,  
17 December

Approved …………………………………………………..

Date ……………………..

