STOCKTON-ON-THE-FOREST PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 27 AUGUST 2025 AT 7.30PM

Councillors Present:

Bryan Cockerill 

David Crossley






Russell Dowson 

Rosie Dunn



 


Stephen Flint

Chris Small
In Attendance:


Parish Clerk Fiona Hill





Public:



0
24/381
a) To receive apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting: 


City of York Councillor Tony Fisher

b) To consider the approval of reasons given for absence: N/A



24/382
To discuss the ordinary vacancy: Nothing to report (Currently One)
24/383
To record declarations of interest in items on the agenda: None
24/384
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 30 July 2025:  
                     
Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)
24/385
To discuss matters arising from previous minutes: None
24/386
To discuss long-standing matters:

- Issues within the parish:

– the grass cutting is looking tidy 
- some litter picking has been done
- there had been a number of speed vehicle visits

- the road sweeper had visited and said it was coming back

24/387
To receive any matters raised by members of the public: None
24/388
To receive matters raised by City of York Ward Councillors: None
24/389
To report and make relevant recommendations on new planning applications: 
- 25/01539/FUL – Single storey rear extension, dormers to front and rear roofslopes, two storey front extension, alterations to fenestration and replacement @ Greystones, Sandy Lane
Resolved / Neutral, No Objection subject to application complying with building/planning regulations (Unanimous)

- 25/01631/FUL – First floor side extension, single storey rear extension and dormer to rear @Willowtrees, Stockton Lane
Resolved / Neutral, No Objection subject to application complying with building/planning regulations (Unanimous)
24/390
To discuss the Stockton-on-the-Forest Play Area:
Cllr Crossley had conducted the inspections this month and Cllr Dowson would conduct the inspections next month. Litter was OK. Strimming had been done! The hedge to the right was now quite high, so a quote would be obtained to cut it back to a manageable height. A quote for removing some trees/bushes from close to the boundary fence on the left had been requested. A new goal had been brought to the play area, which would be monitored. Play area grants would be researched. A quote of £3665.00 plus VAT had been received for replacing the balance beam. It was agreed to wait until the ROSPA inspection is done, in September, then a quote for all required works would be requested.
24/391
To discuss matters raised with/by representatives of following outside bodies:
- Rights of Way – Nothing to report
- Foss Internal Drainage Board – Nothing to report
- North Yorkshire Police – July report circulated/noted
- Stockton Hall Hospital – DC will attend a meeting on 22Sep25
24/392
To report any new correspondence received by the council:

- 25/00046/FUL – The Granary, Old Carlton Farm – no gone to appeal


- An email was received (03Aug25):

“I don’t live in Stockton but I have been walking my dogs along the footpath from Rudcarr Lane, through Tofts and Brecks woods, and back for nearly 30 years, pretty much on a daily basis, a walk within the Parish Council boundary. As a now retired biologist, I have seen the gradual deterioration in biodiversity in that small area over those years. Photos I took of flowers that are no longer there, a reduction in the number of both bird species and individuals, the same with invertebrates. When I mention it to people I call it an agricultural desert, or working towards that.

The reason I am contacting you is that last Wednesday, on a particular stretch of the footpath, I was extremely pleased to find a handful of Cinnabar Moth caterpillars on a Common Ragwort plant which they had pretty much completely defoliated. I moved the caterpillars onto another Ragwort which hadn’t been touched to give them a better chance of survival. I used to see far more Ragwort along that section of the footpath along with hundreds of Cinnabar Moth caterpillars. Not these days. If anyone raises the incorrect concerns about Ragwort, please ask them to read this item: Ragwort.pdf. Along the same stretch of the footpath, early last month, I found four funnel webs, homes to relatively rare, in the north, Labyrinth Spiders and I had been checking on the webs most days as I passed by.

On Thursday that entire stretch of the footpath had been decimated by mowing to a width of 2m or more, as close to the fence as possible and to the raised bank of the ditch, so those animals and plants have been completely destroyed. If the Parish Council is responsible for arranging and no doubt paying for this work, could you please explain why it’s necessary to mow that wide. I have yet to see a woman walking that route in a crinoline! I can understand mowing alongside the line of the footpath, as over the years I’ve frequently got wet from the vegetation after rain but I, nor anybody else, nor anyone on horseback needs a 2-3m wide swathe free of wildflowers. I’m sure it’s not beyond the wit of the contractor to do one narrow pass to prevent such mindless, totally unnecessary, environmental damage. It might even be cheaper!

It's no wonder the UK is in the worst global 10% for biodiversity loss. All of these small, destructive actions with no thought given to the environment and biodiversity just add to that loss. Warthill Parish Council plant native trees along the lanes and try each year to plant a small area of wildflowers on Rudcarr Lane which provide a lot of pleasure to walkers and passers-by. I don’t live in Warthill but I did send an email in 2023, the first year of planting, to say I really appreciated their efforts and also how many people had said to me how much they enjoyed the flowers. Just thought that was worth a mention”.


The Parish Council responded (14Aug25) as follows:


“Thank you for your email.

The only grass cutting that the Parish Council has done is at the play area and strimming around street furniture around the village.

I wonder if City of York Council (CYC) cut this area? I’ve copied in the CYC Councillors who may be able to answer this….”

- On Friday (15Aug25) the Parish Clerk received a voicemail from a withheld number from a man who didn’t leave his name. His complaint was about a builder’s yard next to a shop. He said rats had been seen there and builder’s materials were piled high. He didn’t clarify where he was calling from so it could be Heslington, Stockton-on-the-Forest or Strensall with Towthorpe, so I’m sending a similar email to all three.


24/393
To receive matters raised by members: 

Cllr Cockerill reported that the seat would be ready to fix on site next week

24/394
To discuss matters raised with/by Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer:

- Bookkeeping current year to date – Cllrs had received a bank reconciliation totalling 
£38964.90, along with an income & expenditure report and some draft budgeting.
- Financial Management – Internal Controls – Not conducted
- Financial Management – Budget/Precept 2026-2027 – Various options were discussed

- Financial Management – New assertion in the A.G.A.R. – Digital and Data Compliance

The Parish Council noted the content of an email circulated
- Payment approval:






            
Parish Clerk/HMRC

Salary/PAYE

£275.40


          
Aspects Horticultural Services
Grass-Cutting

£156.00         
Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)
24/395
To confirm the dates of the future meetings as:

2025 – 24 September, 29 October, 10 December

Approved …………………………………………………..

Date ……………………..

