
 

 

 

 

 

  

In this issue: Around Stockton pages 1-7, Gardening pages 8&9,  
Kids pages 10-12, Hobbies and Local Interest pages 13&14, Sport page 15 and Our Supporters page 16.  

The next issue will be in April. Submissions to sofnews@sky.com by 8th March 2016 please. 

Summer at the Village Hall 

Projector and screen 

installed in the Long Room 

Festival of Gardening (see page 8) 

Open Gardens –  

Art exhibition and cream teas (see page 2) 

BIG screen Wimbledon finals 

in teh  

A fresh coat of paint 

 (see page 2) 

Community Defibrillator installed  

 



  

OPEN GARDENS 12th July 2015 
We opened the curtains in the morning to discover what 

appeared to be a beautiful day and so it turned out to be, 

but a busy one too!  

On arriving at the village hall we found one of the art 

displays already in place – and a very interesting display it 

was too.  It was Sue Richmond’s idea to show what a lot of 

talent we have in the village at the same time as opening 

the wonderful gardens and I think you will agree that it 
proved a great success.  There were in all, I believe, 5 

members of Stockton displaying their work that day, 
including  Sue Richmond, Sue and Jimmy Boldry, Julie 

Lightburn, and Catherine Sutcliffe Fuller,  with a great 
variety of styles of painting and lots of interest.  

Unfortunately I personally never had time to look at them!! 

Thank you to all the people who opened  their gardens this 

year.  There were one or two new ones and  they all proved 

to be very popular and enjoyed by the nearly 200 folk who 
went round them.  I believe everyone had their favourite.  

In addition, the “teas in the village hall” including 

scrumptious cakes, scones with jam and cream all washed 

down with copious cups of tea served in “proper teapots” 

scrounged from all over the village proved to be a great 

success.  Anyone still looking for their teapot? 

Of course it was also great that the Garden Festival had 

taken place the day before which meant that some of the 

exhibits from that day could also be displayed making the 
hall look really colourful. 

Deans Garden Centre and Hopgrove Nurseries very kindly 

donated lots of plants to be sold and there were only a 

handful left at the end of the day. 

Whilst all this exitement was going on some members of 

the public had booked their seats in the long room in order 
to watch the Wimbledon finals on our new big screen in 

peace and quiet –but was it? – no – some noise emanated 
from there too!! 

And to cap it all £826.00 was raised for village hall 

funds which really was a splendid result.   

Well done everybody! 

Jill Hawkins 
 

Village Hall News 
 

For bookings and information regarding  

Stockton on the Forest Village Hall  
please contact the booking secretary on 400409 

or see our pages on the websites 

www.stockonontheforest.org.uk and www.hallshire.com 
Defibrillator now available for all 
 

In the last issue we reported that we were 
going to use some of the legacy money to 
install a CPAD – Community Public Access 

Defibrillator. Well it’s now here! In a 
bright yellow cabinet on the front of the 
village hall you can’t miss it.   
 

The unit has been 
registered with 
the Yorkshire 
Ambulance 

Service so if you 
need it call 999 
for an ambulance 
and they will give 
you the code to 
open the door. 
 

A training session was held in September 

which was well attended by a wide cross-
section of village residents and village 
hall users. Did you know that with CPR 
alone a patient has only a 5% chance of 
survival after a cardiac arrest but if a 
CPAD is available this rises to 50-85%. 
We hope you will agree this is a valuable 

asset for Stockton on the Forest. 

Do you like meeting new people? 
Can you handle a phone and a bit of email? 

Can you spare a few hours a week? 
Then we want to hear from you! 

The Village Hall is looking for a new Booking 
Secretary to take over in April 2016. 

If you might be interested please call Vicky on 
400409 for a chat to find out what’s involved. 

PARTY TIME? Please note Village Hall 

policy means bookings cannot be taken for 

teenage or 18th to 21st birthday parties. Sorry. 



   
Does Stockton have an otter? 
 

Last month, our small pond 
was attacked and we lost four 

goldfish and a twenty year 

old, 2½ lb tench!  
The perpetrator knocked over a heavy terracotta 
ornament, a planted urn and a substantial marigold 

clump. It couldn't have been a heron. A fox or a cat 
could not have reached down to the bottom of the 

pond to get at the tench. It had to be an aquatic 

mammal. Around the edges of the pond we found the 

gill covers and the pectoral fins of the tench, along 

with many scales and a frog's skin. The scale of the 

damage and level of disturbance points to an otter.  

I have since been online to find out more about otter 
attacks. It seems that, with the improvement in water 

quality in our rivers, otter populations have expanded 
considerably since 1990. Otters require huge 

stretches of river to sustain them, and lately, easier 
sources of food have been sought, resulting in many 

reports nationally of attacks on garden ponds. One 

unfortunate family near Lockerbie lost over 200 koi 
carp to otters, costing them more than £10,000! 
Our losses were much more modest, of course, but I 

am circulating this information to find out if any other 

similar attacks have occurred in or around the village. 

Please get in touch if you have had a similar 

experience.  John Hall.  E: rhojohn17@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Your Local Post Office 
is within “Orchard 

Nurseries” on Hopgrove 

Lane South. 
 

Opening hours: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays  
from 9.00am to 1.00pm 

 

Chris will be delighted to serve you with all your 

post office requirements. Tel: (01904) 421153 

 

Stockton-on-the-Forest 
Surgery 

 

Opening times: 
Monday  8.00am to 12.15pm 
Tuesday  2.00pm to 5.45pm 
Wed – Fri  8.00am to 12.15pm 

 

Tel: (01904) 724600 
 

36 The Village, Stockton on the Forest, 
York, YO32 9UQ 

 

Email: haxbygroup.york@nhs.net 
Website: www.haxbygroup.co.uk/york 

North Yorkshire Police will be visiting Stockton on 

the Forest to mark and register your property on; 

Saturday 21
st

 November 2015 

11.00am – 2.30pm 
Stockton on the Forest 

Village Hall   

 

MOBILE  
LIBRARY 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Every two weeks on a Wednesday 
 

November 11th and 25th 
December 9th and 23rd 

January 6th and 20th 
 

Please note NEW times from  
11

th
 November 2015 

 

Hopgrove Lane South    9.55 – 10.15am 

Stone Riggs     10.55 – 11.45am 

School/Fox Inn    11.50 – 12.30pm 

Village Hall     12.35 – 12.45pm 

Westfield House    12.50 – 1.05pm 
 

Tel: (01904) 552655 
Email: mobile@exploreyork.org.uk 

 



  

  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Meets at the Golf Club once a month 

Good Food, Good Company 
 

We meet once a month at the Forest Park Golf Club. 
Originally it was the continuation of the ‘Good 

Neighbours’ scheme but nowadays we are trying to 

carry on the tradition by having a nice meal and a 
happy social afternoon. It is not just for pensioners, 
there is no age barrier and you don’t have to reside in 
Stockton or nearby. At present we have a two course 

meal for £6.50 with a choice of dishes. 

 No need to book just come along. 
 

Wednesday 25th November 2015 

Wednesday 16th December 2015 
 

For more information see Pam Brighton or  

Maureen Sutcliffe or tel: 400445 

 

 

Stockton on the Forest  
Parish Council News 

 

Since the last publication in April we have 

had elections for the Parish Council. There are 

seven places and we had seven applications so all 
were enrolled as parish councillors. The only change 

was that Pat Hearn retired as a member and her 

place was filled by Allan Piper. May we take this 

opportunity to thank Pat for her time and input on the 
parish council and to welcome Allan on to the team. 

There is nothing much to report from the PC, 

however we are keeping an eye on the Barr Lane 

position and pressing City of York Council to resolve 

the lack of road markings outside the school. We are 

looking at traffic and speeding issues throughout the 
parish and are hoping to have a meeting with C.Y.C. 

about the options, so watch the notice boards or 

website as to when this will be. 

On the play area (situated on Stone Riggs at the 

junction with Gay Meadows) we have added some 
extra signs pointing out that the play area is for the 

use of school aged children and for all users to 

respect our neighbours and their properties.  

If you have any questions relating to the village or 

parish you can speak with a parish councillor or 
contact the parish clerk details are on the village 

website, www.stocktonontheforest.org.uk 

  
 

WE NEED MORE NEW MEMBERS OR 
FACE CLOSURE IN 2016 

Here we are in the last few months of the 

year but we still have some very good trips 
lined up and of course our regular monthly 
meetings at the Village Hall.  

We welcomed our first new member for a 
long time, from Dunnington, to our 

September meeting but our numbers are still 
dwindling, so if you are free on Tuesday 
afternoons do join us, you will really enjoy 

yourself in the run up to Christmas. Our next 
meeting is 17th November 2015. 

Our two remaining trips for this year are 
Saturday 14th November to Barnsley and 

Saturday 12th December to a very good 
Christmas Market in Bury. Tickets are 
available from Tom in the Village Shop. We 

are also looking forward to our Christmas 
Lunch coach trip to the White Horse we 
know they will put on a good meal from past 

experience, so why not come along. 

For more information contact Ann Steel 

on 400124. 

 

SWANN AUTOMOTIVE is now……. 

 
New management team. Improved service. 

All servicing and repairs undertaken. 
Used car sales you can trust. 

 

20% off all labour costs with this advert. 
 

Blacksmith’s Garage, Stockton on the Forest, York, 
YO32 9UW, tel: 01904 400536 
info@blacksmithsgarage.com 

 

 



 

  

 

Stockton on the Forest 
Women’s Institute 

 
To celebrate 100 years of the W.I.  here in Stockton, Paul 
at “The Fox Inn” offered to cater for a lunch. We 
combined two W.I.’s, ourselves and Claxton & Sand 
Hutton, and what a great time we had.  The menu was 
chosen by ourselves which included bangers and mash, 
cottage pie and hotpot plus either rice pud, apple 
crumble and custard or treacle sponge and custard.  It all 
went down extremely well – nothing left on plates I can 
tell you.  It really was a celebration!  The video has gone 
worldwide! 
 

Also – I hope you all saw the wonderful flower display 
which represented our 100 years outside the Church.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition our W.I. put on a display at the Garden 
Festival in July and several members baked cakes for the 
Open Gardens too! – What a busy lot we are!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In August the annual garden party was held here at our 
house and it really was a lovely evening.  I duly put up 
the gazebo but it was not used much as it was such a 
warm evening and everybody preferred to just sit in the 
garden.  Once again a good time was had by all and the 
food gets more interesting and varied every year!   
 

We have now had our first official darts match which was 
against Snainton and we did not win but certainly 
improved on last year’s effort.  Debby got a “3 dart finish” 
which left us all in hysterics but certainly gave us all 
hope!!  We will do our best with the rest of the season 
but do not think that can be topped!   
 

September saw us competing in a 3 way quiz – for bars of 
chocolate!  This is one evening when we all have to think 
for a change instead of enjoying someone else talking to 
us like Mrs Diane Bird who came in October to speak on 
“Life Coaching!.  November sees the AGM and of course 
in December we finish the year with our Christmas party 
at the Golf Club.   
 

If you would like to become a member or give us a try 
please contact Mrs Barbara Hardisty on 400018 or just 
turn up on the second Wednesday of each month when 
we all get together in the long room of the village hall.   
As you can tell we are certainly not all jam and Jerusalem 
anymore!! 

Jill Hawkins. 
       

The Village Stores 
52 The Village, Stockton.  Proprietor: Tom Loose 

Opening Times 
 

Mon-Fri: 7.30am - 
5.30pm 

Sat: 7.30am – 12.30pm 
Sun: 8.00am – 12.30pm 

 

Groceries, household goods, 
daily newspapers, magazines, 

cards, fresh bread and cakes, 
sweets and chocolates. 

 

Tel: 

400287 

NEED A CELEBRATION CAKE? CAN’T 

FIND WHAT YOU WANT WHEN IT 
COMES TO DECORATING CAKES OR 
ANY OTHER TYPE OF SUGARCRAFT? 

ICED YORKSHIRE CAN HELP 
 

Angela has been providing bespoke 
handmade cakes in York since 2008. 

Each cake created is handmade by 
Angela just for you. 

 

Iced Yorkshire also offers 
comprehensive cake making courses 

and sells everything you need to 
decorate a cake of your own. 

 

Unit 26C, The Bull Centre, Stockton Lane 

01904 400789 
www.icedyorkshire.com 

5% DISCOUNT UNTIL THE END OF NOVEMBER 

I’m very excited to 
announce that I’ll be 
opening my  
Gillygate Pop up Gallery 
from Saturday 20th 
November to Friday 3rd  
December; it’s next door to Café no: 8 
 

I’ll be sharing the shop with six other local 
artists so it’ll be a unique opportunity to not 
only see the work of this diverse group of 
artists, but also to purchase unique arts and 
crafts . . . . just in time for Christmas! 
If you need a special Christmas card or a 
gift for those special people in your life this 

could be just the place to look.        Julie. 

http://www.icedyorkshire.com/


 

  

The third Yorkshire 
Marathon passed through 
Hopgrove and Stockton 
on the Forest on Sunday 

11th October 2015. The Holy Trinity Church 
congregation joined the many village residents 
to cheer, support and ‘High 5’ the runners as 
they passed by.  
 

Holy Trinity Church 
 

 

It’s all go at Holy Trinity 
Church, we hope you’ll be 
able to join us for the 
weekly Sunday and 
Wednesday morning 
Church services, our 
social events and 
fundraising activities. 

 

We are pleased to announce that our new 
Curate, the Revd. Debbie Coyne is now ‘up and 
running’ and is already winning many friends 
through her humour and warmth. She and the 
Revd. Nick Bird are likely to become an 
effective double act, and so we wish her well. 
 

Events: 
 

Friday 13th November 7.30pm at the Village 
Hall. The sinister Seven + One present 
‘Garrotted in the Grotto’ a murder mystery 
evening with three course dinner. Tickets £10 
from Arnie Tweddle tel: 400364 and John Hall 
tel: 400182. 
 

Saturday 14th November 10am – 12noon 
Coffee Morning at Holy Trinity Church. 
 

Late November – Look out for our Advent Trail 
around the village. Open to all ages. Bring your 
completed answer sheet to the Christmas 
Coffee Morning to be entered into the prize 
draw. (For details see noticeboards) 
 

Saturday 12th December – Christmas Coffee 
Morning 10am – 12noon at Stockton Hall 
Hospital – Stalls, cakes, raffle, refreshments 
and family activities. 
 

Services: 
 

Every Wednesday at 10.00am and Sundays at 
10.30am. First Sunday of the month is an All 
Age service. Other services are Holy 
Communion. 
 

Sunday 6th December 10.30am – Christingle 
Sunday 13th December 6.00pm – Carol Service 
Thursday 24th December 4.00pm - Crib Service 
Thursday 24th December 11.00pm - Midnight 
Christmas Communion. 

“I'd like to say a massive 
thank you to you and your 

congregation for your support 
at the Yorkshire Marathon. 

It was lovely to receive a 
motivational hug during the 

race and was one of the 
highlights that kept me going 
to the finish. It was a beautiful 
event (and weather!) so thank 

you for your support. 
I was the big green Fairy :o)” 

Our own Fr. Nick Bird was 
running in aid of Martin 
House Hospice. “Stockton is 
just the most fun, and 
friendly, place that the 
marathon runs through.” 
 

Huge CONGRATULATIONS 
to all the Stockton and 
Hopgrove residents who 
completed the marathon. 

Harvest Time at Holy Trinity 
 

Saturday 17th October saw our annual Harvest 
Coffee Morning with activities. We were delighted to 
see so many families enjoying the morning.  
 

Along with the usual refreshments, books, bric-a-
brac and cakes the children enjoyed a scarecrow 
trail round the church yard, craft activities, puzzles 

and snail racing at Stockton Speedway. Sadly the 
snails were too sleepy for full races but a couple 
stayed awake long enough to do a lap of the track. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
For those of you who had a guess…. there were 311 
conkers in the jar and the Harvest Bear was called 

Sally. A huge £214.83 was raised for church funds. 
Much appreciated.  



  
Hi, I was ordained curate in York Minster on 5th July and 
since then I have been living and working in Stockton on 
the Forest and the Benefice of Rural East York. I work 
alongside the Reverend Nick Bird (so don’t worry he is still 
around!!).  

I grew up in various areas of the UK, as my father is also 
ordained. I first came to York when I was 18 to study 
English Literature and Psychology at York St John 
University. I was determined not to follow in my father’s 
footsteps and be ordained but instead decided I was going 
to be a primary school teacher and therefore planned to do 
a PGCE in primary teaching post university. However, God 
had other plans.  

I have always had a faith. I wasn’t baptised as a baby but I was taken to church because my parents believed and I was 
too young to be left on my own. I decided at the young age of 3 that I wanted to be Jesus’ friend and prayed for this to 
be the case. Ever since I have chosen, despite some rather difficult and challenging circumstances, to believe and, as a 
result, I have found my faith has gone from strength to strength. (I was baptised, but not till I was 12.)  

Post University I felt it was right I had a gap year working for a Church in York as their Youth and Children’s Parish 
Assistant. As this was an unpaid post I also started working as a Special Education Needs Teaching Assistant. I 
continued this latter job, in York and Tanzania, for three years. It was during this time that I began to acknowledge that 
God might be calling me to ordained ministry. This is a rather long and complicated story but if you are interested 
please do ask about it! In short, I believe God gave me a choice and, despite reservations, I turned down the invitation 
to interview for a primary PGCE and entered training in Theology and Ministry at Cranmer Hall, Durham University.  
Then, after three years, in discussion with the Diocese of York and after praying, I believed it was right for me to come 
here.  

I have enjoyed the last few months of village life and ministry. It has been wonderful to begin to get to know some of 
you and learn about the various aspects of life within Stockton on the Forest. If you see me around please say hello and 
forgive me if I forget your name – it is not personal! 

Please know you are welcome at Holy Trinity Church any time, especially for services on a Sunday morning – it would 
be wonderful to see you there! Meanwhile, do say hello and I look forward to seeing you around soon.  

Debbie 

Introducing…. 
 

Debbie Coyne 
(Curate) 

    Stockton Hall Hospital 
 

Following the development of a new media suite at 

Stockton Hall, the patients are able to enjoy many 

new aspects of technology and use this to aid their 

recovery, use as an educational tool and develop 

their skills.    One aspect of this is that patients have 

been able to use the new camera equipment to 
develop their photography skills and one such 

patient, Jake, was proud to have won 1st prize for his 
work at the Stockton on the Forest Garden Festival. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

In the same week that Partnerships In Care celebrated their 30th anniversary Stockton Hall celebrated their 3rd 

annual BBQ. The event was planned by the patients and included inflatable games, a tombola, ferret racing and 

wet sponge stocks all designed and made by the patients. The food was excellent and everyone had a great day 

despite the weather being a bit grey. The cake stall also raised £125 for the York rescue boat charity.  

 
 



 
 

 

  

GREENFINGERS 
Stockton on the Forest Gardening Club 

 
 

We meet in the Village Hall at 7.15pm every first Monday in 
the month (apart from January and August).  We enjoy a 
variety of speakers on every horticultural subject and we 
arrange a couple of group visits in the summer to 
horticultural centres of interest. 
 

We also mount a Festival of Gardening, in July every other 
year (AND THIS WAS ONE OF THOSE!) to which all and 
sundry are invited to create or enjoy displays and 
competitions and contribute their own vegetable and floral 
produce.  We even offer an activity room for the children 
which has proved enormously popular. This year we ran the 
event in conjunction with the Village Hall’s Open Gardens 
day to make a really successful gardening weekend. 
 

Our two summer visits could not have been more different! 
We were kindly invited by Chris & Di Thurstans to Pond 
Cottage at Stillington where as well as looking round their 
garden, Vintage Shop & little Motor Museum we were 
entertained with a very interesting quiz and excellent 
refreshments. What a pity the weather turned at about 19:30 
so were unable to sit outside as planned. Our July visit was 
to the Museum Gardens where our excellent guide Simone 
took us on a “walk and talk” to look at the “Medicinal Herbs”. 
This was another very enjoyable evening and the weather 
was much kinder to us!!!  
 

Our 2015 speakers have also been varied with Gill 
Tomkinson covering “Lavenders & Pinks” and Bob Brooke 
giving us the info on the Poppleton Railway Nursery. At our 
last meeting we had Gail & John Summerfield from 
Westshores Nursery in Scunthorpe giving a presentation 
entitled “Staff only beyond this point please”. Entertaining, 
friendly and obviously very knowledgeable, what more could 
we ask. They also had a good range of excellent plants for 
sale, a pre requisite for a gardening club really. 
 

As for 2016 I have already got the wheels in motion putting 
our programme together, see below some of our confirmed 
speakers/visits:- 
 

1/2/16 - John Plant (from Skewsby, North Yorkshire) “The 
making of Rowela Cottage NGS Garden” 
7/3/16 - Alison Pringle (from York Museum Trust) “Rising to 
the Challenge” ... The trials & tribulations of a gardener!  
4/4/16 - Provisionally, after the success in 2015 we plan to 
hold another Plant & Seed Swap 
6/6/16 - Guided talk & visit to Poppleton Railway Nursery 
5/9/16 - Alistair Taylor (from the Butterfly Conservation 
Trust) “Gardening with Nature for Nature” 
7/11/16 - Martin Fish (BBC Radio York & Kitchen Garden 
Magazine) “My life in gardening so far” 
 

The annual subscription is £10, and £1 per session 
attended, although anyone may attend individual talks for a 
charge of £2. Membership includes a monthly newsletter 
and your membership card entitles you to 10% discount at 
various garden centres, including Dean’s and Castle 
Howard Plant Centre.  We have a very healthy membership, 
made up of both experienced and novice gardeners, but 
most of all, friendly and helpful folk. 
 

We have a full programme lined up right through to 
December 2016. Why not pop along to next month’s talk for 
a taster – you may become hooked.  
For more information, please contact Pat Jennings on 
400327 or Nigel Collinson on 07917844235 or email 
nigelthegardener@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

Helping you to make your 

garden grow for over 40 years 
 

Stockton-on-the-Forest,  York  
Tel: 01904 400141 

 

www.deansgardencentre.co.uk 
york@deansgardencentre.co.uk 

 

Soft fruit, roses, hedging plants & new season 

ornamental and fruit trees now in stock 
 

Good range of winter flowering shrubs 
 

Christmas department now open 
 

Coffee shop open daily until 4.30pm 
 

Also at: Seamer Road, Scarborough, Tel: 01723 361814 

 

2015 has been the Year of the Sunflower, and across 

the country various organisations have been having 
competitions to grow the tallest sunflower.  Sunflowers 
are great for gardens but also a valuable crop, the 
seeds are used to produce sunflower oil, harvested for 
food for wild birds and are vital for insects and bees for 

the nectar they produce. 
This year we organised a Children’s Tallest Sunflower 
Competition to encourage young gardeners. The 

competition was a great success with over 70 children 
being involved and a number of schools.  Thank you to 

everyone who took part and to our suppliers for 
donating the packets of seeds. We hope to run the 
competition again in 2016. Also we would like to thank 
Peter and Andrew Nash for their diary of the Sunflower 

from seed to flower, a fantastic read which can be seen 
on the display in the Garden Centre. Prize winners were 
1st - Dillon Goodwill – 3.37m, 2nd - The Bensons - 
3.27m and 3rd - Olivia Stokes-Roberts - 3.14m. 

Charity News 

Dean’s Garden Centre, York, have raised £7067.08 so 
far in 2015 for their chosen charities of the year, Martin 
House Hospice & Candlelighters.  They have done 

this by holding various events including a football match, 

book stall, quiz, tombola, etc. November’s prize grid will 
be “A selection of children’s hardback books donated by 
our supplier” to be drawn on 30th November.  Please 
call in at the Garden Centre and enter for £1.  Since we 
started the book stall in April 2014 we have raised 

£2335.38 so if anyone would like to donate any second 
hand books please bring them in and leave them at the 
information desk. We wouldn’t be able to raise this 
wonderful amount without the customers and staff so 
thank you everyone for your support”. 
For our next event Kirkbymoorside Town Brass Band 

will be performing a fundraising concert on Saturday 
14th November 2015, 7.30pm at Stockton Village Hall. 
Bar and Raffle. Tickets £7.50, under 16s free. Available 

from Dean’s, or see Tom at Stockton Village Stores, or 
contact www.kirkbyband.co.uk or tel: 400099 



 

 

  

 

 

 
 

An old fashioned, hands on gardener, 
friendly, reliable and trustworthy.  

No job too small. 
 

Nigel Collinson 
Tel: 01904 423206 
Mob: 07917 844235 
Email: nigelthegardener@hotmail.com 

 

Where can you get 
Quality Plants,  

Advice & Friendly Service? 
 

 

Chris Small BSc Hort. 

Proprietor 
 

Hopgrove Lane South 
YO32 9TG 

Tel: 01904 421153 
 

Email: orchardnurseries@aol.com 
 

Christmas Trees 
Available from 1

st
 December 

Holly Wreaths 
Bespoke and individually made  

 

Fruit trees, Trees, Hedging 
Lots of plant ideas for your  

winter & spring garden  

 
 

The Fish Van – a wide selection of 
quality fresh fish from Barracuda 

Breeze Ltd. 
Visits Hopgrove every Tuesday at 

11am. Or if you’d like a visit to your 
street call 07973 715574 

 

LOOKING FOR MORE? 

TIME FOR A CHANGE? 

NOT WANTING TO MISS A SECOND? 

 

For a role without limits in the massive 

organic health and wellness sector, that 

will provide time, flexibility and the 

opportunity to work from home 

alongside your existing commitments. 

 

Whether you would like an extra income, 

the ability to work around family or a 

complete change of career; if you are 

hard working, enthusiastic and 

wanting more we would love to hear 

from you. 

 

TO FIND OUT MORE –  

call Kelly Price on 07846938809 

Thank you to everyone who 
has been collecting aluminium 
foil and drinks cans to help 
raise money for SNAPPY. 

So far this year we have raised £181.48 + £311 in 
donations. Sadly metal prices are down to just 35p/kg 
but we’re still making good, regular money so please 
keep collecting. In the run up to Christmas remember 
to ‘Eat the mince pie, save the foil!’. Collection points 
at Stockton Village Hall, Holy Trinity Church, Stockton 

School, Stockton Nursery and 40 Hopgrove Lane South.  
For more details call Karen on tel: 870759  

 
 

Weekly…. 
Mondays – Dominoes 5s & 3s 
Tuesdays – Ladies Darts 
Wednesdays – Fortnightly Quiz 
Thursdays – Mixed darts 
 

 
What’s new? 

 Sky TV now installed in the snug. 
 New specials in the restaurant 
 Catering for family celebrations and 

community dinners – ask for details. 
 

Coming up…. 
 Christmas Menu available from 

December.  
 We are now taking bookings for 

Christmas and New Year. 
 Join us for a New Year’s Eve Disco – 

fancy dress on a cartoon character 
theme – children welcome. 

 

 
The Village, Stockton on the Forest, Tel: 400747 



 
  

We are all very excited to be back at the village 
hall after the summer break although we were sad 
to say goodbye to Lucas, Isabelle, Nicholas and 
William who have all started school, and to Tom who 
has moved away from the village.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We all want to say a massive thank you to Jane who 
has done such a wonderful job of running Toddler 
Group for the past couple of years, you will be 
missed.  Everybody is doing a great job of helping 
Kelly out while she gets used to running the group. 
Already this term we have been watering our 
Toddler Garden and picking all of the strawberries, 
courgettes and green beans that we planted over 
the summer.  Over the next few weeks we will be 
helping to create a display for the Harvest Festival 
in church using some of the vegetables we have 
grown ourselves as well as some handmade crafts.  
We will also be doing activities to celebrate Bonfire 
night and Halloween and lots of Christmassy crafts 
in the lead up to our end of term Christmas Party.  
We are also looking forward to our next visit to the 
Reception Class at Stockton School as part of the 
SOFEY (Stockton on the Forest Early Years) 
Partnership on 19th November.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Since we said goodbye to many of our friends 
starting school we now have spaces available to 
welcome new children to the group.  If you look 
after a child under the age of 5 (all parents, 
grandparents, childminders etc are welcome) please 
contact Kelly Price on 07846938809 with your 
contact details.  We run on a Thursday morning 

9.30-11.30am (term time) and it costs approx. £4 
per session.  All parents help with the running of 
the group such as setting up, washing up and tidying 
away.  The children participate in crafts, play time 
with a variety of large and small toys, gardening and 
song time at the end of the session.  The children 
also enjoy a healthy snack while our carers have a 
cup of tea, a biscuit and a chat. 

 

 

STOCKTON ON THE FOREST DAY NURSERY 
We are a small friendly Nursery situated in the grounds of 
Stockton Primary school. Our staff team is highly qualified 
and enthusiastic in supporting the children to move forward 
in developing their individual skills. 

We have recently refurbished the inside of our Nursery and 
now have 2 stimulating, fun, colourful rooms in which to care 

for and educate children. We are also very lucky to have an 
amazing outdoor area to explore and investigate and we are 

currently adding to the resources in this area.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

We have been busy since our last article in March, we have 
planted, harvested and eaten produce grown in our own 

Nursery allotment, have enjoyed trips out into York and 
around the village, have taken part in the Early Years 

Partnership event at the school based around the hungry 
caterpillar story where we made potions, crowns and went 

pond dipping.  We held a graduation service to say goodbye 

to our children who started school in September which was 

followed by a party hosted by Elsa with special guest 

appearance by Spiderman. We also held a fun sports 

afternoon.  
This half term we are looking at harvest and autumn and 

have been on nature walks, talked about animals that 

hibernate and attended the Harvest Festival Service at the 
church.  

After half term we will be looking at Christmas, winter and 
Diwali. We will be holding a Christmas lunch in December for 
families of the children who attend the Nursery to celebrate 
with us the season of good will as well as holding a fun 

Christmas party for all the children in the Nursery. 
If you would like any further information about our Nursery 

visit our website at www.stocktonforestdaynursery.co.uk  

or contact us via email  at stocktondaynursery@live.co.uk 

or phone us on 01904 400698 and ask for Andrea. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

High Quality Day Nursery 
for children 0-5 years. 

Varied sessions and 
crèche facility. 

Breakfast Club, 
Woodpecker Afterschool 

Club and Holiday Club for 
children 5-11 years 

Open 51 weeks a year 

07.30-18.30 

Call Andrea on 400698 
stocktondaynursery@live.co.uk  

 

Stockton on 
the Forest  

Day Nursery 
 



 
  

Stockton on the Forest Early 

Years (SOFEY) Partnership is 
a committee comprising Stockton 
Primary School, Stockton Day 
Nursery, Stockton Toddler Group 
and any childminders who wish to 
get involved. Our next event will 
be a Gingerbread themed morning 
on Thursday 19th November 2015 
in the reception Classroom at 
Stockton Primary School. All pre-
school children from the village 
are welcome to attend with their 
parent/carer. 
If you would like to know more 
about SOFEY pick up a flyer or 
speak to Carolyn on 400366 or 
see our page on the village 
website. 
 

Here at Stockton on the Forest Primary School we very 
much live by our motto; 

“Happy, healthy, learning for life and caring for all.” 
 

 

A 
SHARED 

FOUNDATION 
Community Partnership 

Stockton on the Forest Primary School 

Friday 

27
th

 November 2015 
3.15 - 5.00pm 

 
Grand Prize Raffle – Fantastic 

family days out, hampers, 
vouchers, and more to be won. 

 

Also Cakes, Games, Stalls and 

Refreshments 

We hope you have enjoyed looking 

at our scrapbook of photographs. 

If you would like to know more 

about the school see our website 

www.stocktonprimary.co.uk 

Erin in Year 5 reading a story to Lilly in 
Year 1 during Whole School Reading 

afternoon 

Our fabulous Tri-Golf team 

Hazel Trip to Dalby Forest 

The Parent Partnership Summer 

Picnic – the perfect way to end the 
school year! 

The summer SOFEY Event  
The Very Hungry Caterpillar  

Sports Day July 2015 - Obstacle Race 

The Children’s’ University 
Graduation Ceremony at York 

University 

Willow Class Tea Party to raise money 
for SNAPPY 

Willow class trip to the Yorkshire 

Museum  



 
  

STOCKTON-ON-THE-FOREST SCOUT TROOP 

 

Beaver Scouts are the youngest section of the Scouting family. 
Their activities are based around making things, outdoor activities, 

singing, playing games, going out on visits, investigating nature,  

listening to stories, learning how to be safe and most importantly, making new friends. 
 

If your child would like to become a member of the scouting movement contact  

Kath (01904) 421096 or email: ets86@hotmail.com                                                      

  
Beavers 6-8 years old    Mondays from 6-7pm 

Cubs 8-10 years old        Tuesdays from 6.45-8.15pm                  

Scouts 10-14 years old   Thursdays from 7-8.30pm                 

  

 
 

 

It has once again been a very busy time. Back in the summer we worked towards our circus performer badges.  

We made elephants from old milk cartons, made clown masks and learnt some mime skills.  The highlight was a 
fantastic evening with Winston from the Shooting Stars circus skills team who taught us how to spin plates, 

balance peacock feathers and juggle with hankies.  We even had our very own circus parade followed by a 

circus Q&A session.  We were so inspired we created a fantastic circus ring themed display for the village 

garden festival. We hope lots of you were able to enjoy it. 

We finished off the summer term with a nature hunt challenge around the village and some promise themed 

games on the school field.  It is great to get everyone outdoors when the weather is fine. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

After a good summer break we are now back in full swing.  Our first meeting coincided with the Queen 

becoming the longest serving monarch.  As our Brownie promise requires us to serve the Queen and our 

community we spent the evening testing our royal knowledge.  We were surprised to learn that a number of 

members of the royal family have been part of our guiding family and that there was actually a 1st  

Buckingham Palace Guide Unit! 
After some messy fun with autumn crafts we have now turned our attention to more serious matters by 

working towards our First Aid badges.  By the time we have finished our basic and advanced badges we will 

know what to do in a wide variety of First Aid situations, be able to call the emergency services and know how 

to try and resuscitate someone.   Hopefully we won't need to test out any of our new first aid skills when we 

try out Karate next term! The Karate sessions are being provided via the Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers 

that many of you kindly donated to our pack.  Thank you once again for making this possible.  
 

If you would like to register a child to join Brownies please visit 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get_involved/volunteer/register_your_interest.aspx  

Girls can be registered as they approach their 7th birthday and we will contact you when a place becomes 

available. 
Liz Bates, Jane Palmer, Kath Brooks and Maggie Wilson 

 

1ST STOCKTON-ON-THE-FOREST 

BROWNIES 
 



 

  
 

2015 so far 
 

Since the last edition the 
History Group has continued 

to flourish with very interesting 
meetings and speakers so far. 
 

We have learnt a lot about the 
workings of The York Minster 

Library from Mrs. McKeown  
and had our usual September meeting, when members 
bring new finds to the Club for our annual Club evening. 
 

Our next meeting on Thursday 3
rd

 December will be the 
AGM where, after the usual regulatory items are 

dispensed with, our very own member David Williams will 
bring us up to date with his ‘Metal Detecting Finds’ talk. 
 

We still maintain contact with other groups locally and 

attend interesting lectures from York Architectural & York 
Archaeological Society.  
 

Not much further on our search for the Roman road but 
are very excited that further discoveries may be made 
with the development due to start shortly ‘in the middle of 

the village’!  
 

May we remind everybody that you are most welcome to 

attend our meetings, to enjoy the speakers, to learn a little 
more about our Village and its Heritage and, for a small 

outlay, enjoy convivial company and refreshments. 
 

We meet in The Long Room in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. 
Meetings are advertised on the Village Notice boards – 

we do hope you can come along.     
 

For more information please contact either:  

Steve Burton - tel: 400060 or Joy Moseley - tel: 400309. 

The YORK ELECTRONIC ORGAN AND KEYBOARD SOCIETY 
continues to provide excellent evenings of musical 
entertainment on the 2nd Thursday of every month at 
7.30 pm at the village hall. If you have attended already 
you will know what a wide variety of music is provided 

by the professional artistes that come to us from all over 
the country, and sometimes from abroad.  If not, can I 
again encourage you to “give it a go”. If you like listening 
to music of whatever style you won’t be disappointed; 
the modern instruments can be a big band one moment, 
a brass band next, small or large orchestra, 
instrumentalist or whatever. This year we once again 
hosted a local jazz group The Kay Peters 7 which made a 
change from the one artist having to do it all – which 

they do!! 
Artists have to be booked well in advance and our 
concert calendar has already been filled for 2016. 
We can promise something for everyone.  Our 
December concert always has a Christmas flavour with a 
longer interval buffet.  Our entertainer this year at that 
event will be John Bowdler one of the long standing 
Blackpool tower organists; make a note to come and 
enjoy a good evening out.  
£7 charge for visitors, £5 members.  You’ll find a warm 

friendly welcome.  
For more information contact Alf Hickling by email: 
alfyeoaks@mybtinternet.com or see local notice 
boards for monthly posters. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUY’S ANTIQUES 
& 

COLLECTABLES 
 

STOCKING A VARIETY OF HIGH QUALITY 

CERAMICS, GLASSWARE, KITCHENALIA, 

SMALL WOODEN ITEMS etc. 

 

UNIT 10A 

THE BULL COMMERCIAL CENTRE 

STOCKTON ON THE FOREST, YORK, YO32 9LE 
 

OPEN MONDAY & THURSDAY  

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

OTHER TIMES BY APPOINTMENT 
 

Tel: (01904) 400409  mob: 07709604593 

email guy@guysantiques.co.uk 

www.guysantiques.co.uk 



 
 

  

 

THE STOCKTON FORESTERS  
 

It’s late, it’s dark, a fog horn sounds, 

A stranger enters from the grounds. 

He stealthily searches for a light 

Only to reveal a ghastly sight: 

A man slumped, immobile, in a chair –  
The stranger can only gasp and stare, 

For poised nearby, still as a rock 

Is a woman, paralysed with shock. 

Still holding a gun, she’s revealed as the wife 
Of Richard, who’s brutally lost his life. 

But did Laura kill him? The stranger reacts, 

And helps to re-arrange the facts. 

A stranded motorist, he claims to be, 

But also a knight of chivalry. 
Most suspects live in this house together; 

It’s up to the police to discover whether 

Any of them fired the fatal shot. 

Was it Jan or Angell? But surely not 
Mrs. Warwick, Richard’s doting mother. 

Could it be Miss Bennett, or another,  

Such as Julian Farrar, the local M.P.? 

It takes the pressure off Laura we see. 

But this plot is by Christie, let’s not forget, 
So it’s going to get more tricky yet. 

If you want the truth, it would be best 

To examine “The Unexpected Guest”. 

Put the date in your diary so you will remember 

The 26th, 27th, 28th  November. 
Book early to ensure you don’t lose out 

With Robert, our friendly ticket tout.       
 

                                                    Pat Jennings 

 
The Stockton Foresters, by special arrangement with 
Samuel French Ltd., is presenting “The Unexpected 
Guest” by Agatha Christie in the Village Hall, Stockton on 
the Forest on Thursday 26th, Friday 27th and Saturday 

28th November at 7.30pm. Tickets £7.50 (including light 
refreshments) available from Robert Palmer, Tel: 400386.   

Wine & Juice Bar. Unreserved Seating. 

THE STOCKTON FORESTERS DRAMA GROUP 
 

Incredibly, the Stockton Foresters first began over seventy five 
years ago, and we still meet every Tuesday in the Village Hall 
at 7.30pm. We produce a show - usually, but not always, a play 
- twice a year, in mid- May and late November. This 

November shall be presenting ‘The Unexpected Guest’ by 
Agatha Christie. However, our repertoire has included classics, 
such as Hobson’s Choice, Blythe Spirit and When We are 
Married etc., and we’ve also tackled plays by Terry Pratchet, 
Ray Cooney and local playwrights. We occasionally put on a 

musical or a musical play or a review. Whatever we choose, 
it’s usually a sell-out and hugely enjoyed as much by us as by 
the viewing public. 
 

We welcome new members, whether or not they wish to tread 
the boards. Indeed, the backstage and behind the scene workers 
are indispensable and highly valued. Set builders, wardrobe 
designers, props providers, electricians, media manipulators..... 

all would find a welcome.  Delightfully, we now have a 
younger membership, injecting new blood into the group, but 
we would love to attract more participants of either sex - 
though preferably more and younger women. Some of our 
present crew would like to give the boards a rest and direct a 

play or two. So please, come and join us to get a taste of the 
fun you could have. 
 

The enthusiasm in the group is catching and we do lead a lively 

and active social life as well as a make-believe one. The pub 
calls every Tuesday at 10 o’clock and we have at least two 
parties a year besides the after-show knees-ups and occasional 
group visits to other shows. 
 

Although the coming play has been cast, new members would 
be most welcome to join us at any time to witness our prat falls 
as well as the finished performance. The feeling of camaraderie 

is great fun. Come for a taster - you won’t regret it. 
 

For more details contact Pat Jennings tel: 400327 

                                                                                            
                                                                                                      
Pat Jennings (400327) TOBY CARVERY HOPGROVE 

Malton Road. Tel: 424542 
 

We’re dreaming of a tasty Christmas 
There’s festive cheer galore at Toby Carvery Hopgrove – When 
it comes to roasts, we know what we’re doing, so you can 
expect meats slow-cooked to perfection and all the traditional 
trimmings to make you feel really festive…. Plus a fantastic 
choice of starters and puddings. 
 

And we’ve got great Christmas offers too. Enjoy two 

courses for £9.99 or three for £13.49 between 

23 November and 31 December (except Sundays, 

Christmas Day and Boxing Day) 

 



York and District 5s&3s 

Champions 2015 
 

5s & 3s is a game usually played in 
teams 2 vs 2. The object is to score 61 
points exactly, gaining points for 
dominoes that divide by 5 or 3. 
To score players count the two ends of 
the dominoes. For example play 6:6, 3 
goes into 12, four times making 4pts. 
The next player has 6:3. Added to the 
double 6 end this equals 15. 5 goes into 
15 three times but also 3 goes into 15 
five times total = 8 pts.  
 

It’s a game played in pubs and clubs all over the country.  

Tony Kerrison and Barry Sellers have been dominoes partners 
for the last two years and play in Division 2 for the Fox Inn, 
Stockton. In this summer’s 5s & 3s championships they 
successfully beat 5 First Division teams to become York and 
District Champions! The finals were held at the Tramways Club 
and they were presented with their trophy at the Crescent Club. 

CONGRATULATIONS to them both. 

After starting the season with a good number of 
players, numbers dwindled and half way 
through the season we had to fold the 2nd 
team which has been running for 30 years! 
Even down to one team we still only had 9 
players twice and 10 on another occasion.  
 

The club needs a new influx of 
players for the new season or could 
fold altogether. Could you play?  
 

The 1st team finished 3rd from bottom in 
division 1 and the Foss evening league team 
unfortunately got relegated on the last game.  
 

The club, at present, has nobody from Stockton 
that plays! It would be nice to have a couple of 
people from the village. 
 

Anybody interested in playing PLEASE get in 
touch with Chairman Rich Kerrison to find 
out what’s involved. Tel: 07986619125 or email: 
kerro32@fsmail.net 

Another summer season draws to a close: although the club was not 
as successful competitively as last year, the monthly Melées at the 
Village Hall continue to be very popular and enjoyable.   

The York and District Summer league had a different format this 
season with the 10 teams dividing into 2 divisions based on results of 
the first rounds of matches.  Paul Abbey, Mark Prangnell and Tony 

Wignall, playing for Stockton Fox 1 had the best results through the 
season of any triple in the league, winning 19 out of 26 games 
played.  However, indifferent results from the 2nd triple meant 
Stockton 1 did not qualify for a place in the 1st Division.  Some 

consolation was gained at the end of the season by the team coming 
top of the 2nd Division.  Stockton Fox 2, also competing in League 2, 
achieved a commendable 3rd place. 

A highlight of Stockton’s home matches were the excellent suppers 
provided by Paul and his team at the Fox Inn. A big thank you is 
passed on to Paul. 

Paul Abbey and Mark Prangnell, this time playing with a player from 
another club were the 2nd best qualifiers out of 12 triples for the 
Northern Region team which took part in the National 
Championships at Hayling Island in September.  During these 

Championships they won 7 out of 10 matches, the 2nd best Northern 
result, which helped the Northern team gain promotion to Division 1 
next season. At the time of writing this triple is due to represent the 

Northern Region in the English Pétanque Association’s Champion of 
Champions competition at Oxshott in Surrey – Good luck to them. 

We are in the middle of club tournaments, which will be finished by 

Christmas.  However, new members are very welcome to come and 
play throughout the year.  Why not call in for a social evening game 
under floodlights any Monday or Thursday evening from 7pm 
onwards at the Village Hall.  Don’t forget gloves and a warm coat. 

Contact Barbara Hardisty tel: 400018 or Robert Palmer tel: 400386 

Stockton & Hopgrove 
Cricket Club 

 

Players needed urgently 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
We currently have a special membership offer 

available. Including full - 7 day, midweek - 5 day, 9 

hole West Course only and intermediate membership. 

There are also a limited number of junior 

memberships available. Please ask for details. 
 

We are busy as always here at Forest Park and it’s not 

just Golf. In September we held a charity Fashion 

Show in aid of Brunswick Organic Nursery in 

Bishopthorpe, it raised £570.00 to go towards a new 

mini bus as they had one stolen recently. Tim 

Crossley who many of you will know goes there 2 

days per week. 
 

Our Christmas menu is now available and bookings 

are being taken. The clubhouse is also available to 

host all your special functions, including anniversary 

& birthday celebrations. 

 

Stockton on the Forest, York, YO32 9UW 

(01904) 400425 
Email:admin@forestparkgolfclub.co.uk 

www.forestparkgolfclub.co.uk 
 

18 Hole Old Foss & 9 Hole West Golf Course 
 

Outdoor & Covered Driving Range  
 

Bar Meals & Sunday Lunches 

served lunchtimes 
 

Function Room available  
 

ALL VISITORS AND 

MEMBERS WELCOME 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Sheffield - Clinic of Complementary Medicine 

378 Ecclesall Road, Sheffield, S11 8PJ  

Tel:  0114 267 0010 

 

Doncaster – Chiropractic Clinic 

26 High Road, Balby, Doncaster,  

DN4 0PL.  Tel:  01302 311 322 

 

Hull - Clinic of Complementary Medicine 

Holm Oak,  Heads Lane, Boothferry Road, 

Hessle,  Hull, HU13 0JH. Tel: 01482 644 848 

 

Directors Dr K.P. Burns and Ms L.M. Burns 

 

24/7 Call Out Service 
Domestic, Commercial and Industrial electrical work undertaken 

 

• All forms of inspection and testing • Installation 
• Maintenance • Fire Alarms • Emergency Lighting 

 

All work fully guaranteed and certified 
 

01904 400144 
Visit: www.simpsonandwood.co.uk 

Electrical Contractors 
Est. 1984 

 

 

Whatever the problem… Chiropractic is so often the answer. 

 

New – Massage Therapist – Andrea Davis – at York Stockton Lane, every Tuesday 

http://niceic.org.uk/
http://www.eca.co.uk/
http://www.partp.co.uk/
http://www.trustmark.org.uk/

