STOCKTON-ON-THE-FOREST PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 2025 AT 7.30PM

Councillors Present:

David Crossley

Russell Dowson 






Rosie Dunn

Stephen Flint






Chris Small
In Attendance:


City of York Councillor Tony Fisher
Parish Clerk Fiona Hill





Public:



4
24/396
a) To receive apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting: 


Bryan Cockerill

b) To consider the approval of reasons given for absence: 




Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)



24/397
To discuss the casual vacancy: Nothing to report 
24/398
To record declarations of interest in items on the agenda: None
24/399
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 27 August 2025:  
                     
Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)
24/400
To discuss matters arising from previous minutes: None
24/401
To discuss long-standing matters:

- Issues within the parish:

– the grass cutting needs doing 
- litter appeared to be reduced
- there had been a number of speed vehicle visits

24/402
To receive any matters raised by members of the public: 



      In addition to the play area, various issues were raised – blocked drains/gulleys, road sweeping, potholes and lack of footpath/light from Hopgrove Lane South to Stockton-on-the-Forest
24/403
To receive matters raised by City of York Ward Councillors: 

                Cllr Fisher spoke about funding and budget cuts, along with changed to planning procedure changes.
24/404
To report and make relevant recommendations on new planning applications: 
- 25/01620/TCA – Fell 1 no. Lime and 1 no. Poplar – trees in a conservation area @ Stockton Hall Hospital
Resolved / Neutral, No Objection subject to guidance from the CYC Tree Officer and a suitable replacement planted on site (Four votes in favour and one vote against)

24/405
To discuss the Stockton-on-the-Forest Play Area:
Cllr Dowson had conducted the inspections this month and Cllr Dunn would conduct the inspections next month. 
Cllr Crossley would meet with Aspects to discuss the cutting back of trees and vegetation.
The Parish Council had hand-delivered to all households a notice as follows:

“The Stockton on Forest play area on Stone Riggs is a well-used facility by children of the village. However, much of the wooden equipment is very old and dated and is likely to be condemned on safety grounds in the near future and would have to be removed, therefore leaving a play area with very little play equipment for the children.

The Stockon on Forest Parish Council are responsible for the equipment and maintenance and would like to consider providing new, more modern items.

The Parish Council gets its money from York City Council as part of the total Council Tax bill this currently works out at an average of approx. £15.00-£25.00 per house depending on band.
this brings in currently £11,300.00 per year which is used to administer the responsibilities of the Parish Council.

It does not leave any spare capital to buy new play equipment buying the new roundabout a few years ago cost £10,000.00 and used any surplus we had.

So we are asking you, the parishioner/householders, how you would feel that instead of the usual 5% approx. increase, we ask for a substantial increase in the household parish rate of 50% or even 100% which would raise an extra £5,500.00 or £11,000.00 to buy or maintain play equipment?
This would raise your house share from approximately £15.00 to £23.00 or £30.00 and £25.00 to £38.00 or £50.00 approximately.

The Parish Council urgently need your views to help them make the right decision for the village.

Please send your views to the Parish Clerk at stocktonpc@outlook.com or come to the next meeting on Wednesday 24th September 2025”.

The Parish Council had received 29 responses via email as follows:

Sirs. 
I would support raising the Parish Rate by at least 50%.  I personally would be happy to pay 100% increase but not all households may be so able to 

Parish rate benefits those living locally and central funds are unlikely to be plentiful for some years. 

On a separate issue, could I request the you do whatever is within your power to resist the erection of flags of any description in the village. 

Regards 

Hi Fiona 

We’re away when the meeting is on, we won’t oppose the decision that’s arrived at.

Regards 

To the Parish Clerk,

Pleased to confirm that I would support your request to raise the PC contribution rate by up to the 100% as suggested in your note. In addition, I would happily make a one-off contribution / gift of say £100, to a fund-raising initiative to support replacement of the play equipment. 

In my opinion having a secure a safe place for young children to play in the village is an absolute priority and will to the community feel of the village. 

Might I also suggest that local businesses (Deans, Forest Park, The Fox, Focus Fireplaces, Rhodes Transport, etc...) are asked to contribute to the replacement and that a notice board highlighting which businesses have contributed be placed in the playground. 

Please can I also comment that your note failed to mention where the PC Meeting on the 24th February would be held and at what time, however I doubt I will be able to attend. 

Best,

We do not agree to asking for an increase in the household parish rate.

In these extreme times of all bills going up we do not think a play area is a priority.

Hi,

I received the notice regarding the suggested increase to the parish council precept to cover the replacement of equipment at the Stoneriggs play area.

Firstly, I would like to comment that I am supportive of this suggestion. The play area is a village asset of which I have taken my children to play in in previous years. It is helps, in a minor way, to attract families to move to our village and keeps it a vibrant community. I think the proposed additional charge on the council tax bill is a small price to pay for this!

However, the notice does not make clear whether this is just a one year increase, with a subsequent reduction in the following year? Or whether this increase would be permanent? 

If the increase was to be made permanent, it would be beneficial to know what the Parish Council would plan to spend the additional revenue on in the following years?

Regards

With regard to the note that was pushed through my letter box yesterday for the Stockton on the forest play area I found the note a bit complicated and hard to understand. 
If I’ve understood it correctly I think it’s very cheeky asking people who don’t live near Stone Riggs to give more council tax for a play area.  I am certainly not willing to give any more money on my council tax bill as I pay enough already. So please do not tell York Council to raise my bill.

Morning, I received a leaflet to ask advice regarding new equipment for the play area. I thought it was asking for donations at first and I’m quite happy to give a donation if you go down that route and I think a lot of other people would too.

I do not think an increase in parish council rate is justified for the playground.

Thank you for the notice delivered yesterday.

I have mixed feelings about your proposal, on one hand I would like to support the update of the play area however; 1. We live off Hopgrove lane south and have no footpath or cycle path to safely get to Stockton on the forest.

2. We are pensioners with a set income any increase in the parish rate would have a detrimental effect on our spending.

3. We do not have children to use the play area.

4. We consider any money could be spent elsewhere in the parish which would benefit the whole of the community rather than a minority.

Thank you for the opportunity to offer our opinion.

Thank you for the notice re the play area in the village. As you know times are getting harder for everyone as the cost of living keeps going up as well as taxes, heating bills, electricity and water rates along with Council tax increases. It's not an easy time for families with young children.

Having mentioned the above we still think it's important to make sure young kids can have an area which is safe to play in. In light of this we would be happy to have an increase of 50%.

We hope that this can help for the future.

We don’t want this to increase.

Once it goes up it will never come down again ! We feel with everything else that is going up we don’t think this is a good idea. Council tax is enough as it is. Many people could struggle with this.

I am happy to have the parish rate raised for the play area. Although we do not have children ourselves, we feel it is important that they have an area to play.

Would this be a temporary raise going back down after a fixed number of years whenever the work is complete, or do you expect it to be a permanent raise for future park maintenance?

As we do not live in the village (hopgrove lane) or have young children we do not feel the increase in our council tax should be reflected as such. We are council tax band E so it would be a large increase for us.

Thanks you for your Parish Council Notice 

I am unable to attend the meeting being held on the 24th of September but wanted to share my views regarding increasing Tax Bill . 

I am not in favour for a number of reasons Firstly I don’t use or will in the future use the park and money invested has no benefit to me . 

The cost of my council Tax is already on the high band so another potential £50 is not affordable 

I am renting the property in Stockton on the Forest so again this is now a reason of not wanting to stay in the area if increases like this is forced on us . 

I received your leaflet/note through my door yesterday regarding paying a higher council tax to pay for a new play area.

I agree that the village needs a new play area but I cannot justify paying extra so no I will be extremely unhappy if this is increased.

The village pc can obtain grants and do fundraisers like a lot of villages.

I received an unofficial note in my letterbox about paying more council tax to pay for a new village play area.

I will not be paying extra for this as I am retired and no extra cash coming in.

This is down to the parish council and York council getting together to fundraise this play area.

Council tax is already far too expensive and there will be up roar if this is increased more!
Thank you for the note through my letter box regarding the need for extra funds to maintain the village play area.

My family have made good use of the play area over the years, it is an asset to the village but my boys are now grown up. In principle I have no objections to requesting an increase in contributions from the council tax but I suspect there will be a lot of people in the village who would prefer general money go towards addressing issues like dog fouling and more benches.

Would it be possible for the PC to set up a crowdfunding webpage to ask locals to contribute towards a fund for replacing all the play equipment now and then hopefully the money you already receive from the council tax would be sufficient to maintain it in future. I would happily make a one-off contribution towards this fundraising and it could be advertised through the village school, nursery, Scouts, Brownies and church as well as to surrounding villages.

Unfortunately, I will not be able to attend the meeting as I have other commitments on Wednesdays but would ask that you put my suggestion to those in attendance.

I fully support the aim of keeping the village in good nick! Not least the play area.

I am lucky in being able to support a substantial rise be it 50 or 100%. However, money is not readily available in the pockets of many others.

The usual 5% increase is at this time much more appropriate.

But that does nothing to improve the playground facilities!

Why not add a voluntary contribution specifically toward playground equipment (or anything else you want to achieve) The more specific the better.

“Buy a swing (or 3)”  Say £5,000 fitted    Are there 100 people prepared to donate £50!!----or whatever is needed. Then 6 months later repeat.

Drive the appeal with publicity, I had no clue the playground needs an upgrade and I bet the same applies to best part of the village.

Thank you for consulting regarding increasing the Parish precept, and whilst we have no objections to upgrading and maintaining the play equipment we think a little more planning and clarity is required. We don’t know when City of York expect a decision for next year’s precept but  imagine that they and the auditors would also appreciate more background to an increase in precept?

 

The note posted through the door stated that the usual increase in precept was 5% but according t the last two Council Tax demands that remain in my possession the change in 2025/26 was 7.5% and in 2024/25 it was 20.6%, I have no earlier bills but assume the Clerk will have records?

 

Also according to the note there is no “spare capital to buy new play equipment” but according to my reading of the Parish Council’s accounts for last year there is an accrual of £39861.78, admittedly some of this is probably restricted for other purposes but there is £4500 marked for play equipment from S.106 funding received. As a minor point the note also states that the roundabout was bought “a few years ago” whilst according to the accounts this was in 2022, so actually three years ago.

 

Might it not have been better to price up a maintenance/replacement plan with a few suppliers and then see what funds are needed rather than just proposing raising the precept by a 
random amount? I’m sure if City of York Council or the government asked for a percentage rise without a budget being presented there would be uproar.

 

We are sure greater understanding and support would come from the residents that way and also it may assist in getting grant funding from the likes of Aviva, Tesco or Awards for All that often help provide play equipment.

[image: image1.png]We vehemently oppose this proposal

Just to say we'd have no objection to the proposed increase of either 50% or 100%in the
household parish rate to raise funds for play equipment.

Thank you for taking the time to consult the residents.
On the basis of this being a "one-off" extra charge we are happy to pay the additional
council rates — up to the full 100% figure if required.

We don't agree to this being repeated in future years, without further consultation.

Under no circumstances do I want to pay more money in council tax ,its already a massive
amount with poor service and wasting tens of thousands of pounds on a crappie playpark is
not anything I want to be involved with, sort our crappie roads out maybe, you should be
embarrassed asking for more money with the amount we already pay ,NO NO NO

I wouldn’t be prepared to pay extra for play area at Stockton on forest. I struggle to pay bills
as it without having to budget for extras like this.

We do not want to pay any more council tax for the park. Thank you.

Thank you for your recent notice regarding the Stone Riggs play area and the proposed
increase in the parish rate.

We are struggling to fully understand the financial details in the letter and would appreciate
some clarification before we can give a considered opinion. In particular, could you please
explain more clearly:

1.Current Spending: How much of the existing parish precept (approx. £11,300 per year) is
currently spent on play area maintenance versus other responsibilities of the council?

2. Proposed Increases: The letter mentions a possible 50%or 100%rise in the parish
rate. Could you provide worked examples showing:

. What the average household would pay before and after the increase (per

band)?

. How much total extra funding this would bring in for the parish each year?
3. Funding Options: Have alternative sources of funding been explored (e.g., grants,

fundraising, sponsorship, or phased replacement of equipment), rather than relying solely
on a large rise in the parish rate?

4. Future Costs: What is the estimated total cost for replacing the playground
equipment, and over what timescale do you expect this work to take place?

We would like to support improvements to the village facilities, especially for children, but
need a clearer picture of the finances and options before we can agree to such a significant
increase.

Thank you for taking the time to explain this further.

Thank you for your notice regarding the play equipment and increasing the Council Tax to
pay for an upgrade.

At this time we would not support this. This proposed increase may not seem like a vast
sum of money but it is the cumulative effect of an increase to all our of bills that is
crippling.

Thank you for consulting residents on the future of the local play area. I fully appreciate the
importance of maintaining safe and engaging facilities for children, and I support the aim of
ensuring the play area remains usable for the community.

That said, I do have some questions and comments regarding the proposed approach of a
significant precept increase:

1. Alternative Funding: Have the council explored other sources of funding, such as
grants, charitable trusts, sponsorship from local businesses, or community
fundraising events? A mix of funding options could reduce the need for a substantial
one-off increase in the parish precept.
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2. Long-term Planning: The current equipment’s condition is clearly a known issue.
Would it be possible to adopt a rolling replacement strategy, gradually renewing
equipment over time? This might help avoid sudden large costs and spread
expenditure more evenly.

3. Budget and Priorities: Inote from the published accounts that the parish precept
has generally kept pace with inflation, and there is a healthy bank balance. It may
be worth reviewing whether some of these funds could be earmarked for play area
maintenance and replacement without requiring a steep precept rise.

4. Value for Money: Could you clarify the projected lifespan and maintenance costs of
any proposed replacement equipment? Understanding the long-term costs will help
residents evaluate the options.

In summary, I support maintaining and improving the play area, but I would encourage the
council to explore all alternative funding routes and consider a phased replacement
approach before proposing a substantial precept increase.

Thank you for considering my feedback.





The Parish Council also noted that addition comments had appeared on social media.

24/406
To discuss matters raised with/by representatives of following outside bodies:
- Rights of Way – Nothing to report
- Foss Internal Drainage Board – Cllr Crossley had attended the recent meeting
- North Yorkshire Police – August report circulated/noted
- Stockton Hall Hospital – Cllr Crossley had attended the meeting on 22Sep25
24/407
To report any new correspondence received by the council: None
24/408
To receive matters raised by members: None
24/409
To discuss matters raised with/by Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer:

- Bookkeeping current year to date – Cllrs had received a bank reconciliation totalling 
£35663.06, along with an income & expenditure report and some draft budgeting.
- Financial Management – Internal Controls – Not conducted
- Financial Management – Budget/Precept 2026-2027 – Various options were discussed

- Financial Management – New assertion in the A.G.A.R. – Digital and Data Compliance

Nothing to report
- Payment approval:






            
Parish Clerk/HMRC

Salary/PAYE


Mike Duck


Bench Fixing

£370.00


          
Aspects Horticultural Services
Grass-Cutting

£78.00         
Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)
24/410
To confirm the dates of the future meetings as:

2025 – 29 October, 10 December

Approved …………………………………………………..

Date ……………………..

