STOCKTON-ON-THE-FOREST PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD REMOTELY 
ON WEDNESDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 2021 AT 7.30PM
Councillors Present:
John Crossley

Rosie Dunn



Ken Sawyers

Chris Small


Roger Wood

In Attendance:
Fiona Hill - Parish Clerk 



          CYC Strensall Ward Councillors Paul Doughty and Tony Fisher
Public Present:

3
Cllr Small was the Chairman for the meeting, with the exception of item 22/47, when Cllr

Sawyers was the Chairman

22/41
a) To receive apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting: 


Parish Councillors David Crossley and Russell Dowson
CYC Strensall Ward Councillor 



b) To consider the approval of reason given for absence: 





Resolved/Approved
22/42
To record declarations of interest in items on the agenda: 





21/02119/FUL – Cllr Small – close friend of applicant
22/43
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 25 August 2021:
Resolved - Approved
22/44
To discuss matters arising from previous minutes: None
22/45
To discuss long-standing matters:
· Appearance of the parish:
Cllr Crossley would be asked if he could cut back the hedge along the snicket.
Bench/Damaged by RTA –Aviva had paid the claim, so Deans had been given the go ahead.
Bus Shelter – Still trying to find someone to repair the damage.
Gutter/Grates – Cllr Doughty/Fisher would ask for the weeds to be removed, so the drains could flow and avoid flooding, especially around Barr Lane junction.
Speeding:

PC 66 Donna Abram had issued a report as follows - “I am currently a member of YORK outer Neighbourhood Policing Team. I was approached earlier in the year with reducing the speeding issue at Stockton on the Forest (SOTF). It is evident that speeding within the village is an on-going issue and I can confirm that during 2021 there was a total of 83 speeding offences recorded by the mobile enforcement cameras. 

In addition to the mobile safety vans, I conducted numerous traffic operations using the mobile speed gun. No vehicles were recorded officially as travelling over the speed limit, however I observed many vehicles reducing their speed in reaction to police presence. Police presence appears to be a deterrent; however, it is unsustainable to resource this type of operation long term. Therefore, it is imperative that other interventions are considered such as road engineering, community speed watches and speed signage to tackle the issue.

During my visits to SOTF in the last few months it was evident that numerous motor vehicles drive through the village at what appeared to be over the speed limit. Unfortunately, the use of the handheld speed gun was not in use at the time. However, in my professional opinion the vehicles looked and sounded to be over the speed limit, this is a recurring and on-going issue that may sadly one day result in an accident if proactive action is not taken.

For the residents to live safely in the village I strongly recommend that immediate action is taken”.

· VAS – Ben Potter, CYC had responded as follows - “I have checked our records and the last discussion regarding the sign was with Cllr Fisher in November last year (see attached email). At that point we offered two possible solutions to replace the sign. 
           The trial to which you refer has been completed and we are due to report to the Executive Member for Transport next month requesting that the new speed indicator type signs are added to the CYC VAS policy. The meeting is due to take place on 21st September, once we have a decision I should be able to assist further. As I discussed with Cllr Fisher any sign at this location would need to be funded by the PC or Ward in line with our policy. I will make a note in my calendar to contact you again once the decision session has been held. 







   If you have any further queries before then please do not hesitate to contact me”.
· Hopgrove Lane South – Left Filter Lane – NTR
22/46
To receive any matters raised by members of the public: None
22/47
To report and make relevant recommendations on new planning application: 

· 21/02119/FUL – Single storey rear extension and new garden boundary well (resubmission, revised scheme) @ Larch House, 1 The Elms
Resolved - Objections – The Parish Council objects to this application, as it is too big a development for the size of the plot, which is an overdevelopment of the site, which compromises the boundaries and drainage.
22/48
To discuss the Stockton-on-the-Forest Play Area:

The ROSPA inspection had taken place early this month and the report had been circulated around Cllrs


Resolved - The Parish Council would obtain quotes for post RoSPA works
Cllr Coldwell conducted the inspections last month and Cllr Crossley will conduct the inspections next month

      22/49        To discuss matters raised with/by representatives of following outside bodies:

Rights of way:

Resolved – The Parish Council would contact Richard Hoyland, CYC about two signs which are in need of replacement - Beanland Lane and Carr Bank Lane.

Foss (2008) Internal Drainage Board – Cllr Fisher reported there had been a meeting recently, but there was nothing relevant to the parish.
North Yorkshire Police – Report circulated by email
Stockton Hall Hospital – The Parish Council would write directly to the hospital, rather than the group, as previously, as the bench outside was still looking unsightly.

22/50
To report any new correspondence received by the council: 


        
     - 2021 Yorkshire Marathon and Yorkshire 10 Mile Road Closure Information
          The Parish Council was very disappointed at the lack of signage and parishioner letters, as the letter is too late.


Resolved – Cllrs Doughty and Fisher
 were asked to write to the organizers expressing concerns                      
22/51
To receive matters raised by members: 








Snowball Plantation:
Resolved – The Parish Council would write to City of York Council via the Ward Councillors as follows – “It has come to the Parish Councils attention that Snowball Plantation is using land across the road from their site for activities. This is of concern due to the obvious road safety and safe-guarding issues. In addition, it is unclear who owns the land. Please could I urge you to look into this matter to ensure that safety has not been compromised in the quest for additional facilities”.
Ward Cllrs reported as follows:

· Local Plan – the public enquiries were expected to start in October
22/52
To discuss matters raised with/by Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer

· Bookkeeping records for year ending 31 March 2021 

The Parish Clerk had circulated the spreadsheet via email
· Financial Management 

Cllrs conducted internal control checks and found everything to be in order
· Payment Approval:








 
06/09/2021
Parish Clerk

Salary



STO
£282.00
29/09/2021
SOTF PCC

Churchyard Maintenance

101285
£400.00
29/09/2021
Aspects Horticulture
Grass Cutting


101286
£110.40

29/09/2021
HMRC


PAYE



101287
£433.20

29/09/2021
Parish Clerk

Expenses


101288
£155.22

29/09/2021
Playsafety

RoSPA Inspection

101289
£120.00

Cheque 101284 was cancelled due to wrong payee
22/53
To confirm the dates of the future meeting on Wednesdays at 7.30 p.m. as:

27Oct21, 24Nov21, 15Dec21, 26Jan22, 23Feb22, 30Mar22, 27Apr22, 25May22, 29Jun22, 27Jul22, 31Aug22, 28Sep22, 26Oct22, 30Nov22, 14Dec22
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 Approved ………………………………………………   Chairman                        Date...............................    


