STOCKTON-ON-THE-FOREST PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 25 JUNE 2025 AT 7.30PM

Councillors Present:

Bryan Cockerill 

David Crossley






Rosie Dunn

Chris Small

 

In Attendance:


Parish Clerk Fiona Hill




City of York Councillor Tony Fisher



Public:



0
24/351
a) To receive apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting: 


Parish Councillors Russell Dowson and Stephen Flint

b) To consider the approval of reasons given for absence: 




Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)  



24/352
To discuss the ordinary vacancy: NTR (Currently One)
24/353
To record declarations of interest in items on the agenda: None
24/354
a) To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 30 April 2025:  
                     
Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)
b) To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting 2025:

Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)

24/355
To discuss matters arising from previous minutes: None
24/356
To discuss long-standing matters:

- Issues within the parish:

– some visits observed by speed camera. 
- some improvement with litter
- grass is tidy
24/357
To receive any matters raised by members of the public: None
24/358
To discuss matters raised by City of York Ward Councillors: 


  Cllr Fisher gave updates regarding matters within Strensall Ward.
24/359
To report and make relevant recommendations on new planning applications: 
- 25/01126/TCA – Fell 1 no. Portuguese Laurel – tree in a conservation area – 4 The Hollies
Resolved / No Objection, subject to guidance from the City of York Council Tree Officer (Unanimous)

- 25/01142/TPO – Crown lift up to 5m above ground level 1 no. Oak – protected by Tree Preservation Order 111/1988
Resolved / No Objection, subject to guidance from the City of York Council Tree Officer (Unanimous)

24/360
To discuss the Stockton-on-the-Forest Play Area:
Cllr Small had conducted the inspections this month and Cllr Cockerill would conduct the inspections next month. 
Park Lane Services had advised that they were awaiting timbers, but should be on site in a couple of weeks.
The Parish Council noted a post on social media that Stockton on the Forest Baby and Toddler Group had held a fund raising event on Sunday 22 June 2025 at the play area. Permission was neither sought nor granted by the Parish Council.
24/361
To discuss matters raised with/by representatives of following outside bodies:
- Rights of Way – In response to the Parish Council chasing up the signs, CYC emailed -
“Thank you for your email and I do apologise for the delay with the signposting programme, we are aware that this particular signpost has been outstanding for some time.

I can assure you that this signpost is still on our list for replacement however there has been a delay in this year's signposting programme because we are conducting a review into the accessibility of our signposts, with particular regard to the needs of visually impaired users of the PRoW network. Feedback is that the current timber signposts are difficult to read so we are considering other design options. This review is still ongoing but we hope to have a final decision within the next couple of months and then we can look at replacing the signposts.

Apologies once again”.
- Foss Internal Drainage Board – There was a meeting this month, but nothing relevant to the parish.
- North Yorkshire Police – May report circulated/noted
- Stockton Hall Hospital – A meeting date would be requested
24/362
To report any new correspondence received by the council: 

                       - Holy Trinity Church – Grant Application

Resolved / The Parish Council decided that is view of the high costs regarding the play area,  grant giving would be closed for the foreseeable future, to enable the Parish Council to discuss the budget going forward.
24/363
To receive matters raised by members: 

- Renovated Bench – Micheal Duck had quoted £350.00 for collecting and fixing the bench at a location to be concerned.


Resolved / The Parish Council accepted this quotation and agreed that Cllr Cockerill would liaise with him on behalf of the Parish Council


24/364
To discuss matters raised with/by Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer:

- Bookkeeping current year to date – Cllrs had received a bank reconciliation totalling 
£38584.33, along with an income & expenditure report.

- Financial Management - Policy Review – Standing Orders/Financial Regulations
Resolved / Adopted (Unanimous)

- Payment approval:






            
Parish Clerk


Salary/PAYE



          
Aspects Horticultural Services
Grass-Cutting
£78.00
  

              
Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)
24/365
To confirm the dates of the future meetings as:

2025 –  30 July, 27 August, 24 September, 29 October, 10 December

Approved …………………………………………………..

Date ……………………..

