STOCKTON-ON-THE-FOREST PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 29 OCTOBER 2025 AT 7.30PM

Councillors Present:

Bryan Cockerill 

David Crossley






Russell Dowson 

Rosie Dunn






Stephen Flint

Chris Small
In Attendance:


City of York Councillor Tony Fisher
Parish Clerk Fiona Hill





Public:



0
24/411
a) To receive apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting: None



b) To consider the approval of reasons given for absence: N/A



24/412
To discuss the casual vacancy: Nothing to report 
24/413
To record declarations of interest in items on the agenda: 


               Cllrs Crossley and Dowson, application 25/02043, applicant is family member
24/414
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 24 September 2025:  
                     
Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)
24/415
To discuss matters arising from previous minutes: None
24/416
To discuss long-standing matters:

- Issues within the parish:

– the grass cutting had been done 
- litter appeared less
- there had been numerous speed vehicle visits
Cllrs reported that street cleaning had been done, but the arisings had been left, which would soon probably block the gulleys!
24/417
To receive any matters raised by members of the public: None
24/418
To receive matters raised by City of York Ward Councillors: 

                Cllr Fisher would keep reporting the potholes and poor road surface
24/419
To report and make relevant recommendations on new planning applications: 
- 25/01815/FUL - Ground floor extenson and loft conversion with dormer. New windows to frontage, dormers to rear and rear single storey extension @ Fair Oaks, Sandy Lane
Resolved – Neutral, No objections, subject to building and property regulations (Unanimous)
- 25/01961/TCA - Up to 1.8m crown reduction of 3no. Damsons, 1no. Cherry and up to 2.4m crown reduction of 2no. Cedar - trees in a conservation area @ Forest Farm, 86 The Village
Resolved – Neutral, No objections, subject to guidance from the City of York Council Tree Officer (Unanimous)
- 25/01985/TCA - Up to 2m crown reduction of 1no. Chinese Crab Apple - tree in a conservation area @ 94 The Village
Resolved – Neutral, No objections, subject to guidance from the City of York Council Tree Officer (Unanimous)
- 25/02042/TCA - Crown reduction of 8no. trees as per submitted specification -trees in a conservation area @ 2 The Hollies
Resolved – Neutral, No objections, subject to guidance from the City of York Council Tree Officer (Unanimous)
- 25/02043/TCA - Crown reduce 1no. conifer to same height as rest of hedge - tree in a conservation area @ Pear Tree Cottage, 91 The Village

Resolved – Neutral, No objections, subject to guidance from the City of York Council Tree Officer (Unanimous)
24/420
To discuss the Stockton-on-the-Forest Play Area:
Cllr Dunn had conducted the inspections this month and Cllr Flint would conduct the inspections next month. 
Cllr Crossley reported that the play area was very tidy, with no litter.
The ROSPA 2025 report had been received and was all low risk, so no work was necessary.
24/421
To discuss matters raised with/by representatives of following outside bodies:
- Rights of Way – Mostly OK, but there is a little litter
- Foss Internal Drainage Board – Meeting next week
- North Yorkshire Police – No report received
- Stockton Hall Hospital – No meeting
24/422
To report any new correspondence received by the council: 



City of York Council – V.A.S. Review

Cllrs noted the signs had been removed for repair and review


24/423
To receive matters raised by members: 

Bench – looks good, thank you to Cllr Cockerill


Marathon – there had been an issue with bagpipe player, who had spooked cattle

24/424
To discuss matters raised with/by Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer:

- Bookkeeping current year to date – Cllrs had received a bank reconciliation totalling 
£40717.74, along with an income & expenditure report and some draft budgeting.
- Financial Management – Internal Controls – Conducted
- Financial Management – Budget/Precept 2026-2027 – 


         

Resolved / The Parish Council agreed an increase of 8% on the precept which equals £12279. 
(Unanimous)

Resolved / The Parish Council agreed that unspent play area budget would be ringfenced.

(Unanimous)

Resolved / The Parish Council agreed a grant of £500.00 for church yard maintenance.

(Unanimous)
- Financial Management – New assertion in the A.G.A.R. – Digital and Data Compliance

Parish Online had offered Gov.UK email for Parish Clerk F.O.C., so this had been arranged
- Financial Management – Business Continuity Plan

Y.L.C.A. had circulated a template, which the Parish Clerk would complete.
- Payment approval:






            
Parish Clerk/HMRC

Salary/PAYE


Aspects Horticultural Services
Grass-Cutting

£156.00     
Play Safety


ROSPA inspection
£144.00  
Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)
24/425
To confirm the dates of the future meetings as:

2025 – 
10th December


2026 - 
28th January 
25th February
25th March
29th April


27th May
24th June
29th July
26th August


30th September
28th October
25th November
16th December 
Approved …………………………………………………..

Date ……………………..

