STOCKTON-ON-THE-FOREST PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2026 AT 7.30PM

Councillors Present:

David Crossley

Rosie Dunn






Chris Small
In Attendance:


Parish Clerk Fiona Hill





Public:



0
24/456
a) To receive apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting: 


Parish Councillors Bryan Cockerill and Russell Dowson

b) To consider the approval of reasons given for absence: 

Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)



24/457
To discuss the casual vacancy: Nothing to report 
24/458
To record declarations of interest in items on the agenda: None 
24/459
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 28 January 2026:  
                     
Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)
24/460
To discuss matters arising from previous minutes: None
24/461
To discuss long-standing matters:

- Issues within the parish – grass cutting, litter, speeding: 
          - Litter not too bad
          - Various visits by speed van noted
The Parish Council had written to Stockton Hall Hospital as follows:

“Parish Councillors are delighted to see hospital staff/patients enjoying the outside by sitting the benches around the village, however there have been incidents of them sitting in the shelter opposite the hospital, with parishioners waiting for the bus exposed to the elements, as they were unable to access the shelter. The Parish Council would ask the hospital to ensure staff/patients ensure those using the buses have priority to the use the shelter. I would appreciate your assistance with this”.

Stockton Hall Hospital responded as follows:
“Apologies for not getting back to you, the Hospital Director has been out of the office all week, however I have managed to catch up with the Director of Clinical Services.  He has advised that we will raise this at the Hospital Governance meeting next week to ensure we meet a wider audience and the staff in attendance can cascade this to the clinical teams so that they can advise both our service users and staff. Please accept our apologies and accept our assurance that we will address this”. 

Neighbourhood Caretakers - The Parish Council was disappointed that the parish had not yet

been visited.


24/462
To receive any matters raised by members of the public: None
24/463
To receive matters raised by City of York Ward Councillors: None
24/464
To report and make relevant recommendations on new planning applications: 
- 26/00049/LBC - External alterations including tennis court to the rear and associated works @The Old Rectory, Sandy Lane  
Resolved / Neutral, No objection subject to it complying with planning/building regulations (Unanimous)
- 26/00058/FUL - Tennis court to the rear and associated works @ The Old Rectory, Sandy Lane
Resolved / Neutral, No objection subject to it complying with planning/building regulations (Unanimous)
- 26/00228/ADV - Display of 1no. internally illuminated totem sign – retrospective @ Starbucks Drive Thru, Malton Road

Resolved / Neutral, No objection subject to lights only been illuminated during opening hours. (Unanimous)
24/465
To discuss the Stockton-on-the-Forest Play Area:
Cllr Crossley had conducted the inspections this month, who reported it was very wet, but now drying. The roundabout is very noisy and stiff, to the Parish Council would contact the manufacturer – Inclusive Play Ltd
Cllr Cockerill/Dunn would conduct the inspections next month. 
24/466
To discuss matters raised with/by representatives of following outside bodies:
- Rights of Way – Nothing to report
- Foss Internal Drainage Board – Nothing to report
- North Yorkshire Police – Report received/noted
- Stockton Hall Hospital – Nothing to report
24/467
To report any new correspondence received by the council: None


Community Bookswap Box Scheme - Telephone box on Sandy Lane (formerly 01904400311)
Had emailed as follows – “I believe we may have spoken previously on the same matter regarding Heslington phonebox, but I have searched my database and I have found Stockton on the Forest Parish Council adopted the telephone kiosk on Sandy Lane in September 2025. If the council wished to use my scheme to add a library as well as the defib you (may) have added, which BT support, they would be quite welcome to. All cleaning, book upkeep and filtering is performed by me, or in this case a local volunteer will be required- either a member of the Parish Council or a member of the public. If you have any questions or worries, please do not hesitate to contact me.In addition, I am able to obtain references from Parish Councils discussing their experiences working with me before”.

The Parish Council had not formally signed up to adopt the phone box, as it did indeed object to this, due to poor mobile signal within the parish, so would inform the scheme organiser of this.

24/468
To receive matters raised by members: 




               Cllrs continue to be concerned about the state of the roads e.g. potholes, drainage 
24/469
To discuss matters raised with/by Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer:

- Bookkeeping current year to date – Cllrs had received a bank reconciliation totalling 
£38133.46, along with an income & expenditure report.
- Financial Management – Internal Controls – Conducted, everything found in order
- Financial Management – Unity Trust Bank – Additional Signatories - NTR
- Payment approval:






            
Parish Clerk/HMRC

Salary/PAYE/Home Working Allowance/Expenses 

Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)
- Parish Council Website – The Parish Clerk had circulated a report (Appendix One)

The situation was discussed at length. The Parish Clerk would continue to work with the 
Website Provider and would report further at the next meeting.
24/470
To confirm the dates of the future meetings as:

2026 - 25th March, 29th April (Note 1), 27th May (Note 2), 24th June, 29th July, 26th August, 30th September, 28th October, 25th November, 16th December 

Note 1 – Annual Parish Meeting followed by Parish Council Meeting

Note 2 – Annual Parish Council Meeting followed by Parish Council Meeting

Appendix One

At the Parish Council meeting on 27 August 2025 the content of an email from YLCA dated 18 August 2025, was noted as follows:
NEW ASSERTION 10 IN THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN FOR YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026 – DIGITAL AND DATA COMPLIANCE

You might be thinking that we are getting ahead of ourselves by talking about the AGAR for financial year 2025-2026, but we need to do so because of a new provision that is being introduced.  This will be in Section 1, the Annual Governance Statement and will be Assertion number 10 in the list concerning digital and data compliance.

Our notification below is fairly lengthy, but we feel that we need to explain the situation to those councils that do not have a council owned e-mail account so that they can adhere to the new provision and submit their 2026 year end AGAR with confidence.

In March 2025, the Smaller Authorities Proper Practices Panel produced the 2025-2026 Practitioner’s Guide, which advises parish sector councils of the proper practices for the governance and accounts of smaller authorities.  The guidance must be adhered to for a parish council or a parish meeting to receive an internal and external audit report without comment or qualification.  In this context, the term ‘smaller authorities’ is any parish sector council where the higher of the authority’s gross income for the year and its gross expenditure for the year does not exceed £6.5m.  This definition covers all parishes in North, South and West Yorkshire as far as we know.
Page 46 of the Guide explains that all councils should use an authority owned e-mail account, which will include the council giving councillors an e-mail account to use for council business, which is owned by the council.  The key reason given for this is that sensitive information is handled in a controlled environment with appropriate security measures (as set by the council).  This aligns with GDPR principles.  Use of personal e-mail addresses by the clerk and councillors does not provide control and security for the council.

Council meeting papers/copy correspondence/information/guidance etc issued by the Clerk for councillors, will be sent to a councillor’s council owned e-mail address.  It is their responsibility to use this inbox for their council work, irrespective of how inconvenient this may seem to be.

In addition to this, the Practitioner’s Guide says that all councils should have an IT policy (no matter what their size).  If your council does not already have this policy, clerks are asked to include the adoption of it onto the next meeting agenda.  The Practitioner’s Guide includes a model template, which can be found at: Template - Parish Council IT Policy - Google Docs
Recently, YLCA sought advice from the external auditor PKF Littlejohn LLP as to the type of e-mail accounts that would meet the requirements of new Assertion 10.  Advice has been received which informs us that the requirement of the Practitioners’ Guide is for the smaller authority to have a generic e-mail account hosted on an authority owned domain.  The external auditor has referred to page 14 of the Guide and said:  

“To warrant a positive response to this assertion, the authority needs to have taken the following actions: 

1.47 E-mail management - Every authority must have a generic e-mail account hosted on an authority owned domain, for example clerk@abcparishcouncil.gov.uk or clerk@abcparishcouncil.org.uk rather than abcparishclerk@gmail.com or abcparishclerk@outlook.com for example.  
1.48 All smaller authorities (excluding parish meetings) must meet legal requirements for all existing websites regardless of what domain is being used. 

1.49 All websites must meet the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 2.2 AA and the Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications) (No. 2) Accessibility Regulations 2018 (where applicable)”.

Section 5 guidance states:

“5.119. Consistency, trust and professionalism - it is best practice to use .gov.uk domains for smaller authorities' e-mails and websites (excluding parish meetings). This helps maintain a consistent and professional image for the authority and ensures all communications are easily identifiable as coming from the authority. This is increasingly important as cyber scams are on the rise. For support on setting up a gov.uk domain for your smaller authority you can follow the guidance on moving your parish council to a .gov.uk domain”.
All smaller authorities (where the higher of the authority’s gross income for the year and its gross expenditure for the year does not exceed £6.5m), are expected to comply with Assertion 10. YLCA also the external auditor of the outcome of an audit where the new Assertion 10 has not been met.  The advice given is:

· If a council has not met the requirement it must declare a ‘no’ response

· For councils who declare themselves exempt, it is expected that their internal auditor will record the lack of compliance in the Annual Internal Audit Report section of the AGAR, which in turn will allow electors to be aware of the matter at the point of inspection of the accounts.

· Councils that must have an external audit by PKF Littlejohn and have not complied with new Assertion 10 will find that the auditor will, following a ‘no’ response being given, need to raise an ‘other matter’ drawing public attention to this fact. If, however, the council wrongly responded ‘Yes’ and the external auditor found evidence of non-compliance, they would then need to raise an ‘except for’ (qualification) matter in their report, to highlight the fact that an incorrect response has been given.

Lack of compliance could elicit complaints to the external auditor from the public, which if taken up for investigation by PKF Littlejohn could be costly to a council.

We hope this is helpful and helps our member councils to consider their situation.  If the Council has any questions about this process, please direct these to YLCA through the enquiry ticket system on our website, which all Clerks have access to.  Thank you.

At the Parish Council meeting on 29 October 2025, the Parish Clerk reported that Parish Online had offered Gov.UK email for Parish Clerks F.O.C., so this had been arranged

From 01 April 2026, emails from the Parish Clerk would move from stocktonpc@outlook.com to clerk@stocktonontheforestparishcouncil.gov.uk 
The next step is - 
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Ask your current website provider to provide the DNS records they need to be added to the domain. This
is usually a combination of "A Records" and sometimes "CNAME Records".

Once you've got those, send them through to us and we'll add them.
You'll then need to notify your website provider to finish the configuration.

Don't worry, you don't need any technical skill for this, just ask your current provider to "Provide me with
the DNS records needed to configure the GOV.UK domain to be used on our website".





On 05 December 2025, the Parish Clerk contacted the Stockton-on-the-Forest Parish Council “Website Provider” as follows (Redacted): 

Thank you for providing your email address in response to my voicemail.

In order to comply with the latest legislation thrust upon Parish Councils, I need to ask you for some information regarding the new Gov.UK domain.

I have shown the guidance below, which I hope will explain better than I can.

Please can you assist?

On 05 December 2025, the Stockton-on-the-Forest Parish Council “Website Provider” replied as follows (Redacted):
I’m going to need a bit more context, as I don’t know what DNS information you need?

The snippet below doesn’t tell me what DNS records are required – there are many different types.

Who/what is parish online?  Do you have a gov.uk domain already?  What are you/they trying to ultimately achieve?

On 09 December 2025, the Parish Clerk responded as follows (Redacted):
I don’t know the answer to your question and this was the only information we received when obtaining the free of charge .gov email.

For other parish councils that I work for, the website administrators have sent several DNS records.

I can send your question to Parish Online…..is that OK?

This is their website - https://www.parish-online.co.uk
On 10 December 2025, the Stockton-on-the-Forest Parish Council “Website Provider” replied as follows (Redacted):
It would greatly help to know what you are trying to achieve as an end result?

As this is a shared website, any DNS  changes can/will affect other people.

From your reply, it sounds like you are wanting to do something with a .gov email address?

If Parish online can shed more light on the objective, then please forward my details on to them, although please note I will be closed over the Christmas period from 12/12/25 to 7/1/26

Even under their FAQ, it’s unclear by what they mean “….how do we get our gov.uk domain to show on our website…” 

On 05 February 2026, the Parish Clerk emailed Parish Online as follows (Redacted):

I am trying to obtain the information needed to enable you to get the gov.uk domain to the website - www.stocktonontheforest.org.uk
I have attached the email exchange with the website provider.

Are you able to provide information/guidance, which could put his mind at rest and allow us to move forward?

On 06 February 2026, Parish Online responded as follows (Redacted):

Hi, you need to reply explaining that:

the DNS records required are in the original article you shared. We need A (and sometimes CNAME) records that are the IP address of the website server that your site is on.

what you're trying to achieve is for your website to use the new stocktonontheforestparishcouncil.gov.uk domain name instead of the org.uk one.

So you need to ask them if they're capable of supplying the DNS information and subsequently configuring the web server to use the gov.uk domain instead of the org.uk one.

If that's not clear for them and/or they're not willing/able to do it then that presents a problem.

I've taken a look at your current org.uk site, and it wouldn't meet the latest accessibility requirements set out in Assertion 10.

As this appears to be a village website rather than just a parish one, I would seriously consider moving your parish council information away from that site and having your own one. We can do this for £250 in year 1, then £350 each subsequent year. I don't want to push/upsell to you as we're happy for you to use the free mail service, but just to present an option as I can't see this working out well with the tone of the email chain you attached.

On 24 February 2026, the Parish Clerk emailed the Stockton-on-the-Forest Parish Council “Website Provider” replied as follows (Redacted):
Apologies for the delay in responding, but I have had competing issues for my time.

I did email Parish Online and they responded as follows:

“the DNS records required are in the original article you shared. We need A (and sometimes CNAME) records that are the IP address of the website server that your site is on.

what you're trying to achieve is for your website to use the new stocktonontheforestparishcouncil.gov.uk domain name instead of the org.uk one.

So you need to ask your website provider if they're capable of supplying the DNS information and subsequently configuring the web server to use the gov.uk domain instead of the org.uk one.

I've taken a look at your current org.uk site, and it wouldn't meet the latest accessibility requirements set out in Assertion 10”.

Can you assist with this?

I now await a response from the Website Provider, who will hopefully be able to help…..

If not, my recommendation would be to move away from the current parish website and purchase a parish council website, of which it would have complete control of. This would involve cost/work, so further research would be required before a decision could be made.

This is on the agenda of the next meeting, so the discussions can start…..

Approved …………………………………………………..

Date ……………………..

